on 

the true 
aldness i? 
Or look 


it I can 
cientific 


proof of 
cked up 
Avenue, 


teed! 
pmises. I 
dn’t afford 
is guaran- 
This scalp 
years, is 
: to Coast. 


ir or not a 
y sure of a 


tight now, 
y and mai 
giving my 
find, not 
\CTS, and 
r no pay 

sed in any 


i by return 
vithout the 
d Merke 
» si2 Fifth 





fe ap ow 








a lil alall 


tag de 


Se NaN OREN 





Copyright, 1929, by The Sunday School Times Co. ! 
cntered as second-class matter at the Post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 








Entered at the Post-office at Philadelthia as second-class matter 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, February 2, 1929 


Volume Seventy-one. No. 5 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 70 





Lesson for Febru 17 in this issue 
Lesson 7.—Prayer. Gen. 16 : 23-33; Exod. 32:31, 32; Neh, 
124-11; Dan. 6:10; Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18:1-14; John 
17: 1-26; 1 Thess, $:17; 1 John $:14, 15. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





When Paul Mistook God’s Guidance ....+.ssesees cooce GS 

Is There Any Hope? ...0.c..cccocccvcccccccccccescsccecs 62 
“Answer the Argument or Admit the Conclusion.” By 

a Christian Lawyer. IB. ......cccsevcscccves paaeetean . 6 
Could the Belgians Support Our Mission? By Edith 

D,. NGMGE: . viccccctninveievedstiicerbepscececs cévescoedeee - & 
Moment Meditations. By I. Lilias Trotter ........++++-+ 65 
A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students .........+ 63 
A Permanent Enrollment Card .......... écvécecsecseuseseee ae 
International Uniform Lesson .....sesceees 26 bddeeccoces 66-69 
Children at Home .......csecsecceces ocverecccesteseecs coe sees 
The Victorious Life ..... ddocatédeccvocvesseveese ouvesesccues JO 


Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 7: 
For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. ... 7a 








O WE fully realize how our buying problems have 
been simplified by advertising? The advertise- 
ments go far toward helping one-‘make a quick, care- 
ful selection. You will find real- buying-help in the 
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Yea and Nay 


By Beatrice Cleland 


KNOW not how to thank Thee with my lips, 
But as a field flower, when a swallow dips, 
Bends in the shade of the blue feathered wing, 
My soul is bowed beneath Thee, worshiping. 


And as the laden nets of Galilee 

Break with the silver harvest of the sea, 

These last withholding strands can no more bear 
So large an answer to my little prayer. 

Father, I worship that pure word of Thine, 
Which cancelled ali I asked for in a day, 

Which withered all my hopes, and blew away 
Human desire with one strong breath divine: © 
Father, I love—I love Thy sacred “Nay.” 


Father, Thy ‘“‘Yea"’ was very sweet to me, 

I sang in joy’s unclouded atmosphere; 

But now Thy “Nay” is not a whit less dear; 
I sing again, a Benedicite, 

A song of love to satisfy Thine ear. 








The Jerusalem Discovery Fiction 

An alleged amazing discovery in Jerusalem was 
reported by the Associated Press last week from the 
London Daily Mail and a Cairo newspaper Al Mokat- 
tam. It told of the unearthing of a royal mummy 
chamber, exceeding in magnificence King “Tut's” 
tomb, and containing a golden coffin with the body of 


Solomon’s favorite wife, daughter of an Egyptian king - 


(as recorded in 1 Kings: 3:1). With the body was 
said to be a parchment scroll in Hebrew, believed to 
be in Solomon’s handwriting, telling how this wife 
had saved his life by drinking a cup of poisoned wine 
prepared for him at the direction of her father, who 
plotted to dethrone Solomon. and: seize his kingdom 
for Egypt. The evening papers of the same day pub- 
lished a later Associated "Press dispatch announcing 
that the story had turned out to be “pure fiction,” 


appearing several weeks earlier as a piece of fiction in. 


a Palestine weekly; that Arab journalists had taken 
it seriously and published it in the Cairo paper. . This 
correction of the first report was immediately con- 
firmed by The Sunday School Times, which, through 
the Travel Institute of Bible Research, New_York, 
cabled to Jerusalem and received a cabled repl¥ estab- 
lishing the fictitious character of the news. It is not 
the first time archeology has suffered from spurious 
reports. But for one such incident found to be false, 


a hundred archeological discoveries in Bible lands have 
been abundantly confirmed as true. And “the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). More- 
over, remembering that “fact is stranger than fiction,” 
many are confidently expecting even more remarkable 
discoveries in the Holy Land in the near future than 
this ingenious tale of the imagination, With Moham- 
medan control there ended and the British Mandate 
in force, Christian archeologists have opportunities 
never before -possible. The Sunday School Times, 
through its Archeological Editor Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle, keeps its readers informed on the latest real 
news in this great field, and surely God’s people should 
pray for the disclosing of facts that shall help to 
counteract the great drive of atheism in these last days. 


ax 
Man’s Religion and God’s 


Man’s religion worships man. It says that man 
can, sooner or later, do whatever God can do. God’s 
religion tells men that they are lost sinners, and that 
only God can save them; it tells also of God’s bound- 
less love for them and infinite power to save, by the 
death and resurrection of his Son. Dr. Norwood, now 


_ rector of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in New 


York, is well known for his sermons and writings 
exalting man. He recently preached in Philadelphia, 
and told his hearers that they must lift themselves up 
if they wanted to help lift others. Then he said: “We 
should not spend idle moments wondering about the 
holiness of Jesus nor in rapture about his power over 
men. That would be an insult to him. We must 
climb the mountain as he climbed it.” These words 


seem unthinkable from a proféssing Christian minister, 


The inspired Scriptures, accepted by his church as by 
all Christian churches, tell us “that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, . . . and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). It is not 


“idle moments” that are spent in worshiping and- 


praising the holiness of our Lord and Saviour. 


One 


Following On 


who will not do that here on earth can never join 
the “great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
[which] stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 


Lamb. 
= 
Cast Down or Lifted Up? 


Trial may »overwhelm or lift up, It may lead 
the unsaved to turn to God. A: few years ago the 
beloved and only daughter of an army officer was 
killed by an accident in their own home. The Spirit 
of God had been dealing with the father and mother, 
and through the deep’ and sudden sorrow they were 
led to believe on the Lord Jesus. In giving his testi- 
mony the major said that as he and his wife faced the 
tragedy there were only two things to do: give up to 
despair, or “throw ourselves into the arms of God.” A 
Christian’s attitude in the midst of trial often shows 
whether he is walking in the Spirit or in the flesh. 
Does it make him thoughtless or kinder to others? 
Does it make him self-centered or sympathetic. Is 
his life embittered or sweetened? “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5: 
16). Paul walked in the Spirit, and he could write of 
himself and his companions, “We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed but 
not in despair” (2 Cor. 4:8); and again, “We glory in 
tribulations” (Rom. 5:3). Noah is an outstanding 
Old Testament example of obedience to the Spirit. 
When the flood came he and his family were shut into 
the ark by the hand of God, and “the waters increased, 
and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the 
earth” (Gen. 7:17). The world was overwhelmed 
by the flood, but Noah was-lifted up. So, every child 
of God today, instead of being cast down by trouble, 
may be more completely separated from the world and 
ce into richer fellowship with the Lord Jesus 

rist. 


to Know 


By An Unknown Christian 


that I not only know about him, but I already 

have personal, intimate knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ; so there I can rest.” No, it is not 
so! There is always much more to know of the 
Lord Jesus. “Then shall we know,.if we follow on 
to know the Lord” (Hos. 6:3). However much you 
know of him, there will always be, in this life, a fol- 
lowing on to know. 

When we enter Heaven’s portals, says Paul, 
“Whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
For we know in part, . . . but then shall I [fully] 
know even as also I am [fully] known” (1 Cor. 13: 
8,9, 12). “Now I know in part” —but even now I 
may know more, and I want to learn how to know 
him better. 

Bishop Westcott, speaking about this knowledge of 
God upon which our eternal life depends, said: “Eter- 
nal life lies not so much in the possession of a com- 
pleted knowledge as in the striving after a growing 
knowledge. The that in John 17:3 (“that they might 
know thee”) expresses an aim, an end, and not only a 
fact.” There must be a continuance, a progress 


Se may be tempted to say, “Well, I thank God 





This is the third article in the series on “Knowing 
God” by the “Unknown Christian” of England whose books 
have brought blessing to many. The series will continue 
for several months, in frequent though not necessarily 
consecutive issues. The first and second articles have 
already appeared in the two preceding issues; the remain- 
ing topics include: How Can I Know God? Christ the 
Be Still and Know. Abiding in Christ. Through 
Then Shall I 


Way. 


the Holy Spirit. The Holy Communion. 
Know. 

A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription, for 25 cents, 
for those not now taking the paper, will secure most of 
the series if sent promptly to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Strezc, Philadelphia. 


. ence. 


toward perfect knowledge. He also points out that 
“it is not an acquaintance with facts as external, nor 
an intellectual conviction of their reality, but an appro- 
priation of them as an influencing power into the very 
being of him who ‘knows’ them.” 

Can we know God? Undoubtedly we can. The in- 
carnation is a pledge of that. And did not God de- 
clare long centuries before: “I desired ... the KNoWL- 
EDGE of God [i. e., that man should know him] more 
than burnt-offerings”? (Hos. 6: 6.) 

Do I know God? I can easily test my knowledge by 
putting a few questions to myself. Do -I ever doubt 
his love, or his wisdom, @r his providence? Do I ever 
murmur against him and his dealings with me? Do I 
ever say or even think that God might have done more 
for me*than he has done — might have treated me bet- 
ter? If so, I may be sure that I need to kNow him 
better. 

Eternal life is the gift of God’s love and the reason 
for Christ’s incarnation, and is the result of faith. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life” 
(John 3:36), and therefore KNows God. But in 
physical life there are enormous differences of experi- 
We talk of some people as being “dead and 
alive,” and of others we say they are very much alive. 
Vitality varies. So it is in the spiritual life. “I am 
come that they might have life,” said our Lord, “and 
that they might have it more abundantly” (John ro: 
10). This more abundant life is the result of increased 
knowledge of God, teading us to yield ourselves com- 
pletely to the indwelling Christ. The more we know 
God, the more does Christ in us energize and vitalize 
our souls. It may be that we need to be “renewed in 
knowledge” (Col. 3:10). And the more we KNow 
Christ the more we shall be like him. These studies 
are written especially for those who already know 
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Christ, — we desire to show how that knowledge may 
be increased; how we may “follow on to know.” 

Dr. Jowett said: “Eternal life is not something dis- 
tinguished by duration, but by relation. To live eter- 
nally is not so much to go on, and on, and on, as to 
KNOW on, and on, and on. Eternal life is fullness of 
intimacy and communion with God.” The writer’s 
firm conviction is that our spiritual condition is de- 
pendent upon our personal knowledge of God. 

Temptation loses its power and sin relaxes its grip 
just in proportion as we know God. 

Is not that why Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 
“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have 
not the knowledge of God’? (1 Cor. 15:34.) Our 
yearning desire is to awaken in all believers an ear- 
nest longing for, and an eager seeking after, a greater 
and more intimate knowledge of God. 

Was not this the blessing Moses craved? Moses 
learned about God from the lips of his mother. He 
was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and 
he was able to compare his God — the one true God — 
with the false and powerless gods of Egypt. Yet he 
had to go apart for forty years into the wilderness 
really to KNow God. ‘He learned to KNow God better 
in five minutes before the burning bush than in forty 
years at the University of Egypt. 

Then there came the manifestation of God’s power in 
the land of bondage; and the blaze of revelation on the 
night of the passover. Redemption! 

He saw God's mighty deliverance at the Red Sea, 
and his boundless provision and unfailing guidance, 
and wondrous love and patience all through those forty 
years of wilderness wandering. He was ever “increas- 
ing in the knowledge of God.” But what words can 
express the intimate friendship between the Lord and 
himself that was sealed during those forty days and 
forty nights in the Mount? Alone with God! 

Surely no man ever knew so much about God, and 
no man KNEW God so well, as Moses. Yet he was not 
satisfied.. He hungered for a deeper knowledge. He 
longed to see into the heart of God and to learn more 
of his purposes. So he cries: “Shew me now thy 
way, that I may KNow thee, that I may find grace in 
thy sight” (Exod. 33: 13). 

And God granted Moses his request. Why did he 
grant it? Scripture tells us: “I will do this thing also 
that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in 
my sight, and I KNow THEE by name.” That was the 
reason — Moses had allowed God to be his intimate 
Friend. And how did this revelation, this further 
knowledge, come? It was through Moses being drawn 
“nearer” to God. God said, “Behold, there is a place 
by me” (v. 21). Nearness to God! And is there no 
place beside God for you and me? Indeed there is. 
“Ye... . are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 
2:13). “Having ... boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus ... Let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10: 19, 22). 

What safety and rest! What companionship and 
communion this nearness gives! We are “in Christ” 
as the branch is “in” the vine. We are “at home” with 
our Lord. Then it is that the very peace of God which 
passeth all understanding shall keep our hearts and 
minds (Phil. 4:7). Seated in heavenly places IN 
Christ Jesus “in. whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 

This earnest desire for fuller knowledge was found 
in Paul, just as it was found in Moses. 

Saul of Tarsus learned a great deal about God at the 
feet of Gamaliel. He was undoubtedly an eminent 
theologian. 
only on the way to Damascus. The great theologian 
was yet so ignorant of God in Christ that when he 
heard our Lord speaking to him from Heaven he asked, 
“Who art thou, Lord?” After this first sight of the 
risen Master, Paul went on growing in the knowledge 
of God. 

As it was with Paul, so it must be with us. There 
must be a personal revelation of the Lord Jesus — not 
once for all, but going on, ever increasing in clearness 
and power. 

Speaking of his Gospel, Paul says: “I neither re- 
ceived it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:12). “It pleased 
God, . . : to reveal his Son in me.” This knowledge 
was so wonderful that he could say, “I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the KNOWLEDGE of Christ 
Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). Have we grasped the 
meaning of this declaration?: Did any man ever lose 
so much for Christ’s sake as did Paul? A man of 
standing ; a member of the Sanhedrin; a man of wealth 
and culture; a man of great intellectual power; he 
lost all “to KNow Christ” — position, reputation, re- 
spect, money, home, friends, liberty, privacy, health, 
and at last, life itself, 

Picture him in his poverty, pain, and obloquy, a 
prisoner, never alone but chained night and day to a 
Roman soldier — not to acquire merit, or to achieve 
fame, but simply that he might KNow Christ and 
preach him crucified and risen again. 

He is an old man now. He has suffered as few 


have ever suffered — beaten with rods and with stripes 
again and again, enduring stonings and shipwrecks, 
hunger and thirst, and afflictions mental and bodily, 
yet always rejoicing in his Lord. 


But he came to KNow God personally - 
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In spite of all he endured, and the martyrdom that 
he knew awaited him, he. says: “I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the KNOWLEDGE of Christ 
Jesus my Lord... that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him, ... that I may KNow him, and the 
power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3: 8-10). 

Paul, like Moses, realizes that there is ever a fuller 
knowledge of Christ to be gained. 

And his desire for himself was also his yearning 
desire for his converts and for all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Listen to his prayers: “That the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the KNOWLEDGE 
of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlight- 
ened; that ye may KNow what is the hope of his call- 
ing, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints” (Eph. 1:17, 18). 

Again he breaks forth into fervent prayer: “That 
he. would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith; that ye, ... may ... KNow the love of 
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Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God” (Eph. 3: 16-19). 

He has the same passionate, consuming desire for all 
whom he can reach. “We... do not cease to pray for 
you, ... that ye might be filled with the KNOWLEDGE 
of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” 
Why does he so pray? That they may “walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the KNOWLEDGE of God” 
€Col. 1%, 16). 

“To know HIM.” That alone is the object of our 
existence; that alone led the great apostle to sacrifice 
everything that man counts dear; that alone was the 
burden of his prayers for others. For out of personal 
knowledge of God comes all true peace, and rest, and 
fruitfulness and power. 

Is not this, then, a theme worth studying? Is. it 
not wise and well to learn the secret of knowing God? 
God’s message to Daniel was: “The people that do 
KNow their God shall be strong, and do.” How can we 
know God better? 


(To be continued) 





When Paul Mistook God’s Guidance 


In the Tirhes of November 3, on the lesson of 
November 18, “Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem,” 
was the question, ‘“‘How can you reconcile the oppos- 
ing opinions of Agabus and Paul— both led by the 
Holy Spirit?” In the following week's issue I 
noticed the answer to the question as follows: 

“There is not a suggestion that either was wrong, 
both being, evidently, sincere in their beliefs about 
Paul’s going to Jerusalem, and after events proved 
that both were right. God warned that Paul would 
surely suffer if he went, but Paul felt sure it was 
right to go and suffer ‘for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.’”’ 

If both Agabus and Paul were right, how can 
we reconcile this with Acts 21:4? 

I shall look for an answer in your Notes on Open 
Letters, and am sure that the answer will be satis- 
factory. I always read that column and have been 
helped lots —A Maryland reader. 


The Times regrets that a mistake was made in the 
question and answer about Paul’s leading. The Mary- 
land reader is right in raising her important query; 
the Times was wrong. For if Paul was indeed led 
by the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem, such a leading 
could not be reconciled with Acts 21: 4. 

Let us see just what the different Scripture pas- 
sages say. : 

First, in Acts 20: 22, 23, Paul says that he is going 
to Jerusalem “not knowing the things that shall befall 
me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.” 

In Acts 21:4 the inspired author writes of Paul’s 
stopping at Tyre on his way: “And finding disciples, 
we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through 
the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.” 
The meaning of this verse is unmistakable: as the 
Scofield Reference Bible states in a heading over this 
passage, “The Holy Spirit forbids Paul to go to 
Jerusalem.” 

Later in the same chapter (Acts 21: 10-13) we read 
of what happened, on this same journey, at Czsarea: 
“And as we tarried there many days, there came down 
from Judea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 

“And when he was come unto us, he took Paul’s 
girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, 
Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at 
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and 
shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 

“And when we heard these things, both we, and 
they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jeru- 
salem. 

“Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to 
break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, 
fe also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 

esus. 

Agabus received no message from the Holy Spirit 
as to whether Paul should or should not go to Jeru- 
salem, but only a prediction of what would happen to 
Paul if he went to Jerusaler. Paul was right, of 
course, in declaring that he was ready not only to be 
bound but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord; but evidently Paul had mistaken, the Lord’s 
guidance. For the Holy Spirit had told Paul through 
the disciples at Tyre “that he should not go up to 
Jerusalem.” The literal meaning of the Greek is, “that 
he should not set foot in Jerusalem.” As a marginal 
note by Dr. Scofield gives it, Acts 21:4 was “Not, as 
in Acts 20: 28, a warning of danger, but now an im- 
perative command.” 

In other words, it is believed by many sound Bible 
students that this was a case, perhaps the only case 
after his conversion, where Paul missed God’s guidance. 
It seems impossible to draw any other conclusion in 








view of the Scriptures. The inspired record would 
seem to carry a grave warning to God’s children, even 
the most consecrated and Spirit-filled, that it is possible 
to be mistaken even when they feel sure they know 
God’s will. That may be the reason why these de- 
tails were included in the Scriptures. But we must 
remember also that there is no need to be mistaken, 
for God has promised full and sufficient wisdom to all 
who humbly and believingly seek and receive it (Jas. 


re G). 
a 
Is There Any Hope? 


Is there any hope for one who has wilfully defiled 
the temple of God even while trying to work for God, 
in church, Christian Endeavor, and . Sunday-school ? 
—A repentant and distressed reader of The Sunday 
School Times. 


There is infinitely abundant hope for anyone who 
brings his sin to God, in repentance and confession, 
and asks for forgiveness and cleansing through the 
shed blood of Christ as Saviour and Lord. Here is 
God’s Word, which cannot be broken: “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). “Sins” means sins, any sin, every sin, all 
sin, if only it is confessed. So let this distressed soul 
take God at his word, claim full. forgiveness, full 
cleansing, full restoration, and go on his way rejoicing. 

Evidently this reader has been specially troubled, 
as many others have been, by the Scripture passage 
that says, “If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:17). But it is evi- 
dent, from the passage in which this verse occurs, that 
Paul is not speaking of sins of impurity. They are 
not under discussion at all in this chapter. Paul 
has just been speaking of the works of Christians, and 
has shown that some works in supposedly Christian 
service may be worthless, like wood, hay, stubble, 
while other works are precious and valuable, like gold, 
silver, precious stones. Those whose works abide the 
fire test in the presence of the Lord shall receive a 
reward. Those whose works cannot abide, but must 
be burned, shall suffer loss, but they themselves shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire. 

Then Paul declares that believers are the temple 
of God, because the Spirit of God dwells in them. 
Referring to this temple of God as made up of all 
believers, Paul warns, in connection with the works 
and ministry of teachers, “If any man destroy the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy.” The word 
translated “defile” is the same Greek word as that 
translated “destroy” in the same verse. In other 
words, as the valuable commentary by Jamieson, Faus- 
set and Brown points out: “God repays in time by 
a righteous retaliation. The destroyer shall himself 
be destroyed. As temporal death was the penalty of 
marring the material temple (Lev. 16:2; Dan. 5: 2, 
3, 30), so eternal death is the penalty of marring the 
spiritual temple—the Church. The destroyers here 
(vs. 16, 17) are distinct from the unwise or unskillful 
builders (vs. 12, 15); the latter held fast the ‘founda- 
tion’ (v. 11), and, therefore, though they lose their 
work of superstructure and the special reward, yet 
they are themselves saved; the destroyers, on the con- 
trary, assailed with false teaching the foundation, and 
so subvert the temple itself, and shall therefore be 
destroyed.” 

The Scriptures, both Old Testament and New, show 
that sins of impurity, even in believers, are abundantly 
forgiven by God when brought to him in confession. 


24 


+% 
= « 
~~ 

. rw * 


o 7 


i@ Seveea 
svt @ 





I. aie 4, fe 


ae 





... aenel 


tg 


Lesson for February 17 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





63 








“Answer the Argument or Admit the Conclusion” 


Why great lawyers have become great believers 








By a Christian Lawyer 














he who does not accept wholeheartedly the evan- 

gelical, conservative, “Fundamentalist” belief in 
Christ and the Scriptures has never read, has forgot- 
ten, or never been able to weigh—and certainly is 
utterly unable to_refute —the irresistible force of the 
cumulative evidence upon which such faith rests, t-at 
there seems ample ground for the conclusion that such 
ignorance is an invariable element in such unbelief. And 
this is so even though the unbeliever or Modernist be a 
preacher, who is supposed to know this subject if he 
know no other. ~ 

I asked the young assistant pastor of one of Wash- 
ington’s greatest churches, whose attitude was one of 
discriminating patronage toward the Scriptures, 
whether he had studied carefully at the seminary any 
one of several old works which should have made such 
a mental attitude impossible. He had never read any 
of them. 

I cross-examined a liberal preacher, the eloquent 
pastor of a New York church, my guest during a 
Washington convention, who held that no intelligent 
man could accept the verbal, plenary inspiration of 
the ‘Bible, as to how he accounted for certain things 
about the Bible which I could account for in no other 
way, only to learn that he had overlooked or neglected 
to include this data altogether in his induction; and 
a short perusal of certain portions of Gaussen’s “Theo- 
prieustia,” of which he, a preacher,~had never even 
heard (!) seemed to cause him such mental discom- 
fort that, without even attempting to answer Gaussen’s 


Si INVARIABLE has been my observation that 


_ argument, he laid the book impatiently aside. 


If that preacher had been a lawyer, the very force 
with which the author combatted the reader’s views 
would have roused him to an effort to answer the 
argument or admit the conclusion. Every time a law- 
yer writes a brief or argues a case he must admit or 
disprove his adversary’s contention, and the judge, 
learned in the law and logic and the ways of. mankind, 
passes on his effort. Unlike the preacher and the 
doctor, who works without, open opposition, every be- 
lief and contention a lawyer makes is effective only 
as its validity enables it to prevail over opposition. 
This fact, it seems to me, lends double weight to the 
fact commented on by Dr. Nelson, that of all men the 
lawyer is the most able and apt to admit the Bible’s 
claims when these claims are seriously considered. 


Daniel Webster’s Confession of Faith 


A few great legal names that occur to me. at the 
moment are Simon Greenleaf, the greatest writer on 
Evidence known to American and English law, and 
the author of “The Testimony of the Evangelists,” a 
powerful apology for Christianity; Sir William Black- 
- stone, whose work used to be and to some extent still 
is a-lawyer’s introduction te his profession; Sir Mat- 
thew Hale, Edmund: Burke, Thomas Erskine, John 
Selden, Daniel Webster —all men whose great mental 
power and ability as lawyers made them famous, and 
all convinced believers in the very truth of the Chris- 
tian religion, their belief being not a mere matter of 
indolent assent, but the result of the most astute in- 
vestigation, as the works in support of their faith 
written by several of them show. , 

Before leaving the name of Webster (whose force 
of intellect so showed in his face that a sculptor once 
working on his bust was accosted by his friend with 
the remark that he observed he was sculptoring’ a head 
of Olympian Jove), it is interesting to recall a few 
paragraphs from his personal “confession of faith’: 


. .~ I believe the Scriptures of the Old and New . 


Testaments to be the will and word of God. 

I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God. The 
miracles which he wrought establish in my mind 
his personal authority and render it proper for me 
to believe whatever he asserts. I believe, therefore, 
all his declarations, as well when he declares him- 
self to be the Son of God as when he declares any 
other proposition, And I believe there is no other 
way of salvation than through the merits of his 
atonement. : 

I believe that things past, present, and to come 
are all equally present in the mind of Deity; that 
with him there is no succession of time nor of ideas; 
that, therefore, the relative terms past, present, and 
future, as used among men, cannot with strict pro- 
priety be applied to Deity. I believe in the doc- 
trines of foreknowledge and predestination as thus 
expounded. I do not believe in those doctrines as 
imposing any fatality or necessity on men’s actions 
or any infringement of free agency. 


Note from this how some of the deepest problems 
of revelation become “thinkable’ when rightly re- 


In his second article in the extraordinary series 
.“Meeting Rationalists on Their Own Ground” 
(begun in last week’s issue) the Christian Lawyer 
makes a point that may surprise some. He says 
the inerrancy of the Bible is vital to the Christian 
faith, and that any lawyer will understand why. 
Then he proves it. Note this striking assertion: 
“It seems to many that a surrender of the tenet 
of the infallibility of Scripture is an unimportant 
one which will only ‘straighten out the line, in 
military parlance, and make the remainder of the 
Christian territory easier to defend. The exact 
reverse of this is true in my experience and ob- 
servation, and the surrender of this ‘salient’ neces- 
sitates a withdrawal of the whole line to a position 
hardly worth defending.” 
The series will continue for several months, in 
frequent though not necessarily consecutive issues 
of the Times. Annual subscriptions begun or re- 
newed at once will, if so requested, cover the en- 
tire series. For those not now ing the paper 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions, for 25 
cents, will secure several of the series. 








garded. No problem of the Bible, for example, has 
been more frequently and confidently reprobated than 
the clearly asserted one that “Whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son.” How illuminating is the 
consideration that Webster mentions, “that things past, 
present, and to come are all equally present in the 
mind of Deity”; for as surely as God knows the past 
and present, in common with his creatures, so the 
detailed fulfillment of prophecy shows he knows the 
minutest future events, many of which involved the 
actions of free agents, such as Judas’ betrayal price 
for Jesus the Christ. So the moment when a sinner ac- 
cepts Christ, though future by thousands of years as 
men think, is as present to God as the moment when 


the deed is accomplished and he “lays hold on his’ 


covenant.” But if there is no difficulty in conceiving 
of God ordaining to eternal life a man at the moment 
he accepts Christ’s atonement, there is none connected 
with God’s so ordaining to life those whom he knows 
will of their own free will accept his forgiving love 
from the “beginning” during which all things are eter- 
nally present. 

The inerrant inspiration of the Bible, it will be 
noticed, is mentioned as among the vital elements in 
our faith, and the reason is obvious to any lawyer. 

The accuracy of the record on an appeal is one that 
must be settled beyond dispute before an appellate 
court will endeavor to form an opinion; and the infal- 
libility of the record upon which rest the eternal 
essentials of our faith —the deity of Christ, his volun- 
tary atoning death, bodily resurrection, and personal 
return in power and glory —are all rendered uncer- 
tain in a mind in which the accuracy of the record 
is in doubt. If we do not love and reverence the 
Written Word which we have seen, experience proves 
that we are in great danger sooner or later of dimin- 
ishing the love and honor we give to the Living Word 
whom we have not seen. For our conviction that that 
marvelous thing, that God became manifest in the 
flesh and dwelt among us, is true, is based upon the 
facts upon which such conclusion rests; and if the 
record of the facts is impugned, who can retain the 
conclusion based upon them? It is true there are 








How to Get the Books 


As a convenience to readers the books used so ef- 
fectively by the Christian Lawyer and named in his 
first two articles are listed here. Some are out of print, 
but readers may be able to find copies of them in 
pg rg bookstores. — which are here listed 
as g in print, with the price indicated, may be 
ordered from the Times Book ‘Service, conducted by 
H. Trumbull Howard, 401 West Durham Road, 
Philadelphia. 
Nelson on the Cause and Cure of Infidelity. $1.75. 
Testimony of the Evangelists. By Simon Greenleaf. $4. 
Conversion of St. Paul, by George Lyttelton, and Resur- 
rection, by West, combined in one volume, $1.25. 
Ben-Hur. By Lew Wallace. 75 cents. 
Paley’s Evidences. Out of print. ’ 
Evidences of Christian Religion. By Archibald Alexander. 
ene ak Cen 
mces © ity. By Mark Hopkins. $1.75. 
Natural Theology. By Paley. Out of aa. a 


Theopneustia: The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. By L. Gaussen. $1, s i ; . 
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confirmatory facts outside the record; but only the 
record itself explains and gives them significance, and 
affords a sufficient basis for the Christian’s faith and 
assured hope. 

It seems to many that a surrender of the tenet of 
the infallibility of Scripture is an unimportant one 
which will only “straighten out the line,” in military 
parlance, and make the remainder of the Christian ter- 
ritory easier to defend. The exact reverse of this is 
true in my experience and observation, and the sur- 
render of this “salient” necessitates a withdrawal of 
the whole line to a position hardly worth defending. 
The deadly effect on my faith and the insuperable 
difficulties in which I found myself involved when I 
made a tentative trial of the views of such writers as 
Ladd and Marcus Dods — that the Bible may be wrong, 
and is only human in all but its religious teachings — 
made this matter clear to me for all time;. and I 
have long felt that a preacher who surrenders to the 
enemy such a strong and thoroughly defensible posi- 
tion without a blow (for only thus can it be lost) 
is guilty of little less than spiritual treason. 

The infallibility of a book thousands of years old 
seems such a preposterous postulate to unbelief that 
it really seems to invite attack; and only one familiar 
with the history of Zion’s warfare knows what 
humiliation and disaster its apparent vulnerability has 
wrought among those who have assailed it, as arche- 
ology and attested science have exploded one after 
another of the “assured results of higher criticism.” 
‘How strange, if false, that the claim that so old a 
book is the very word of the eternal God, and free 
from scientific or historical or any error in all its 
parts, should be even an open question in this day to 
anyone, and especially that it should be a closed ques- 
tion to the thousands of the world’s greatest and most 
learned men who have studied and assented to it. 
For they have accepted it against the handicap of 
every natural man’s disinclination to submit to its 
holy and rigorous requirements and restraints (false 
religions, on the contrary, being favored by the down- 
ward pull of the carnal liberty offered as a bonus to 
their acceptance). They have declared that its min- 
utest historical statements are true, that its most de- 
tailed and impossible prophecies have been literally 
fulfilled, that it is accurate to the exact spelling of the 
polysyllabic names of a whole list of kings dead three 
or four thousand years, accurate in the number of 
legs (among those it possesses) used by an obscure 
insect in walking; and accurate in what it says in the 
field of such comparatively recent scientific discoveries 
as the shape and support of the earth, the operation 
of the trade winds, the use of lightning in the forma- 
tion of rain, and the only part of the whole heavens 
just now found to be entirely empty of stars! 


The Best Proved Fact in All History 


And with such a book, not only does our faith in 
the joys, reality, and way of access to another world 
rest on solid facts happening in this, but our faith in 
these past recorded facts is fortified by present, per- 
sonal contact with the tangible miracle of a super- 
human book which we can see and handle and test with 
our own minds. For the Bible is a book whose in- 
dubitably supernatural qualities bring us into direct 
contact with a miracle as unmistakable as those nar- 
rated on its pages — past miracles established by proof 
which is itself a present miracle! 

Aside from all other evidence, a divinely accurate 
record in the Bible makes a certainty of that most mo- 
mentous of all events, the bodily resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and this certainty qualifies Him 
as the one “duly qualified expert witness” to testify 
to what lies beyond the portals of death, in that 
“bourne from which” this divine “traveller” did “re- 
turn.” In every law court, before a man is allowed 
to testify as to a matter where expert opinion or spe- 
cial knowledge is required, he must be “duly qualified.” 
If not qualified his testimony is inadmissible for any 
purpose. This rule of law and good sense would ex- 
clude the teachings and opinions of all other founders 
of religions and sects as to the other life. They don’t 
know. They cannot be qualified as experts. The 
strictest cross-examination is allowed as to quaiifica- 
tion; but a witness who can show as a matter of fact 
that he is qualified as an expert can testify, and no 
one but another expert can be heard to differ. The 
actuality of Christ’s resurrection is a proper subject 
for the most dubious scrutiny; but, if once established, 
His testimony is to be taken without reserve. This 
is good law, logic, sense, and theology. And how 
happy a-thing it is that this testimony is so unshakable 
and His qualification so indubitable! For it gives us 
information so cheering, reassuring, and transporting 
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that it turns the most stricken and burdened Christian 
, life into a thing of romance and glory, soon to enter 
upon the enjoyment of an “inheritance” in that “sweet 
and blessed country” where the humblest of the “shin- 
ing ones” enjoys the delights of fellowship with eter- 
nal friends in a mansion ourivalling the white beauty 
of a Greek temple half hidden in a grove of evergreens 
— prepared for him by the God who lighted the stars 
in the sky and who “washed him from his sins in His 
own blood!” 

And the actual, physical reality of this earthly fact 
of Christ’s resurrection, on which rests our heavenly 
future, is not only so established that the greatest 
lawyers have declared it to be the best proved fact 
of all history, but is so supported that it is diffi- 
cult to conceive of any method or line of proof that it 
lacks which would make more certain any event that 
even God designed to place beyond the possibility of 
doubt for all succeeding generations. The truth of 
this will appear only on careful consideration of such 
facts as the following, — which are not comprehensive, 
or arranged in order of importance or consecutiveness, 
but are merely suggestive of the vast amount of “proof” 
should one wish to make a thorough study of this: 


Inscriptions recording past events in stone, though 
great as the pyramids, would be inconclusive. Neither 
an inscription nor a pyramid can be cross-examined 
by torture to test its truth; nor could such an inscrip- 
tion be guarded against alteration as were the Gos- 
pels —the depositions of the Evangelists —by their 
immediate and widespread scaitering abroad. 

Letters of fire on the sky—the method Tom 
Paine, in the foolish wisdom of his day, suggested as 
a sure way that God should have used to authenticate 
His revelation — are now used for pyrotechnical dis- 
play and airplane cigarette adveriising. A voice from 
the sky might be that present-day commonplace, a 
“magnavox” in a flying machine. 

Instead, the Gospel has as its factual foundation 
certain events that happened at the world’s most 
cynical and skeptical age. These events were as no- 
torious as a public execution, and as unmistakable as 
the resurrected life or the continuing death and pro- 
gressing putrifaction of the person executed. 

The most unexpected and astounding fact of 
resurrection from the dead and open ascension into 
Heaven was testified to by scores of people who said 
they were eyewitnesses. A strong and subtle evidence 
of lack of human artifice is found in the fact that the 
Hero of this epic did not take the trouble to confound 
the Sanhedrin and the Roman Governor, as any human 
au:hors would have arranged the siory, but appeared 
only to his friends, whose faith was to be established 
for the sake of themselves and all succeeding genera- 
tions. 

The eyewitnesses, in giving this testimony, were 
either lying about a matter which they knew was 
false, for the sole reward of torture in this world 
and punishment in the next, or were sincerely deluded 
‘into thinking that a dead, putrifying corpse on their 
hands was a live man who talked and ate with them, 
or else they were telling the truth about an unmis- 
takable fact that was so certainly manifested to them 
as to make the whole Roman Empire unable to shake 
their testimony or stem the tide of their evangelism. 

We have at least three of these witnesses reducing 
their testimony to writing, so that the deadly test of 
truth, cross-examination, may be brought into play; 
and they record as the most natural and logical events 
the fulfillment, in twenty-four hours, of twenty-five 
impossibly unlikely prophecies about the Man who died 
on Calvary, these prophecies having been delivered 
centuries before and culminating in the crowning event 
of his bodily resurrection and activities as an unmis- 
takably live Man. 

We have the date of these depositions as prac- 
tically contemporaneous with the events recorded, this 
being proved by the dialect in which they were written 
and their citation as ancient and sacred documents 
by authors and controversialists keenly watching them 
for inaccuracies, whose writings are in our hands, 
back almost to the lifetime of the contemporaries of the 
apostles themselves. 

We have the change or abandonment of that most 
ancient of all memorial institutions, the Sabbath Day, 
and the adoption of another day instead of the one 
observed from the foundation of the world up to the 
time of the resurrection of Christ, being compounded 
evidence of the happening of a real cause for so strik- 
ing and permanent a result. 

We have in these depositions (the Gospels) certain 
predictions attributed to Christ, and his utterance of 
these predictions before the event can be established by 
hostile testimony, while the detailed fulfillment of the 
predictions is narrated by both a Jewish (Josephus) 
and a great infidel (Gibbon) historian, the latter quot- 
ing as his authority a pagan writing contemporaneously 
with the events recorded (see Gibbon’s “Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire,” citing Amianus Marcel- 
‘inus as to Julian’s abortive attempt to restore the 
Jewish temple ). 

Now the proof afforded by accumulating fulfill- 
ments of prophecy is the only kind that grows stronger 
nstead of weaker with the passage of time; and such 
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proof, where numerous details are involved, consti- 
tutes an absolutely mathematical demonsiration of the 
supernatural, as against chance fulfillment, which it 
almost surpasses the power of figures to express. 
We have presented to us on the pages of these 
depositions (the Gospels), as the Man who rose from 
the dead and so foretold the future, a person unlike 
any of the sons of men, perfect in conduct and char- 
acter by the admission of his enemies to this day, super- 
naturally profound and keen in his intellect as evi- 
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denced by his recorded speeches and unanswerable 
debates with the best brains of his age, giving every 
possible evidence of humility and lack of fanaticism 
or excitement, and yet calmly arrogating to himself 
divine attributes and authority and honor, and never 
appearing more Godlike than when dying as a tor- 
tured felon and asserting, even from his cross, the 
power to open the gates of paradise before sunset to 
a dying thief who confessed his faith in him, 
(To be continued) 








Could the Belgians Support Our Mission ? 


What are the salaries, living expenses, and offerings 


of our Belgian church members ? 
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Many friends of the Belgian: Gospel Mission, who have followed its work with interest during the past ten 
years, have sometimes wondered why gifts from America were so continually needed. The impressive facts 
that are here given by Mrs. Norton will help them to understand. One might say of many of the Belgians 
whet Paul said of the Macedonian churches, °*That in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 


and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches- of their liberality.’’ 


Surely after reading of the great need 


and the limited resources in Belgium, readers of the Times will be glad to have a share in the work of 


the Mission. 


at one of our posts in an eastern Province of 

Belgium. Together they decided to make a 
weekly gift of twenty francs (sixty cents) toward the 
work of the Mission, and an additional ten francs to 
the poor of their post. There came a week when 
work was slack, and Saturday night arrived, at which 
time it was their custom to set aside the Lord’s money 
for the following day. With some concern the house- 
wife discovered that there would be no money left 
over for meat for the Sunday dinner if their cus- 
tomary gifts were offered. She appealed to her hus- 
band. His reply was unequivocal, “We shall go with- 
out: meat, for this money belongs to God.” Their 
faithfulness was rewarded, for the following week 
brought them more work than could be accomplished, 
and in their gratitude they brought an extra thank 
offering of ten francs on Saturday night, 

In this same region, another Christian frequently 
gives a day’s time to colporting. It is a serious matter 
for him thus to lose a day’s wages, and one Saturday 
that he had thus consecrated to the Lord’s work found 
him with no prospect of meat for dinner on the fol- 
lowing day. He was accompanying one of our workers 
in the Gospel car, and during the course of the day 
they ran over a rabbit. Quite simply this man appro- 
priated the rabbit, saying, “It is my Sunday dinner 
from my heavenly Father.” 

Another man at our post of ‘Huy gives twenty francs 
each month to buy New Testaments and also occa- 
sional gifts for the poor, although he is himself in 
humble circumstances. 

Still another, desperately poor, who does not earn 
more than twenty-five cents a day, and who was 
saved from dissipated living just as he was on the 
verge of suicide, saves six cents from his scanty wage, 
saying to his pastor, “I am profoundly touched by 
your interest in a miserable sinner such as myself. 
I can only say to you, ‘Thank you,’ from the depths 
of my heart and soul for your Christian pity that comes 
to me as from the Lord Himself.” 

Why have these little incidents been related? They 
are to help answer a question that is presented to us 
from time to time, “Why should we of America sup- 
port this work in Belgium; there is prosperity in Bel- 
gium—cannot the work be self-supporting?” 

To the above stories might be added the comment 
of the resident worker at the post of Huy. “The sal- 
aries of our people average less than twenty-two dol- 
lars per month, and if each of our sixty-five families 
should tithe their income, which already many do, they 
could not provide half the budget of this small post.” 

Tourists who travel across our fair, small land in 


H: IS a t>*tor, who with his wife, found Christ 


time of harvest exclaim at the carefully cultivated - 


fields with their abundant crops and they make silent 


note of the seeming prosperity of industrial centers, 


and decide there and then that all Belgians must be 
comfortably well off. They forget that in this land 
eight million people are seeking a living from ~the 
small area ci eleven thousand square miles —an area 
‘about equal to the size of the State of Rhode Island. 
If they would regard closely its cultivated fields, they 
would remark that these same fields are cut up in a 
sort of checker-board design, which means that only 
a tiny section of the whole is held by each individual 
farmer. These peasant farmers live in little villages 
and go forth to their respective plots each day, but 
only a scanty living can be had by these men ftom so 
small a piece of land. 

When we visit the Mission posts in the Provinces 
and look down into the eager faces upturned to our 
own, we know that some of these faces are pale and 
pinched with want, that some of their children are 
shoeless and hungry because of their acceptance of 
the Gospel. We know of cases where such families 


Gifts may be sent to C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


could not even exist were it not for the financial help 
given them by our own devoted workers out of their 
slender resources. Is it any wonder that perhaps a 
large part of what our Christians give as offerings 
at the different posts is devoted to helping their own 
poor and the suffering at adjoining posts?’ Just here 
I want to present a few statistics, and we beg of you, 
dear friends, carefully to read them and pray about 
them afterward. 

Might we also remind you that we are in a Roman 
Catholic country, hostile to us, although its coalition 
government renders it possible freely to carry on our 
work in every Province, as Roman Catholics are thus 
held in check by the opposing Liberal and Socialistic 
political parties. 

Out of a population of approximately eight million, 
perhaps three thousand are in regular attendance at 
our different preaching centers, while of course, many 
hundreds of thousands are reached through our open- 
air meetings and through our distribution of literature. 
But are these regular attendants, most of them newly 
converted, capable of carrying on the work without 
outside support? We have over eighty persons on our 
salary list, besides expense for the Bible School, for 
the upkeep of the two Gospel Cars, the extensive pub- 
lication of literature, the purchase of buildings, and the 
like, all of which demands a budget of about $100,000 
yearly. In Belgium the wealth lies in the hands of 
the few; there is no exceedingly prosperous middle 
class as with ourselves in America. This wealthy 
class is almost untouched as yet by the Gospel, and is 
mostly Roman Catholic. We have but one wealthy man 
in our Brussels church, and he has always given most 
liberally. In Brussels we have a group of professional 
and military men who are members of our church, but 
their salaries are small. In.the Provinces our people 
are working people, — farm laborers, factory workers, 
smalt shopkeepers, and the like. 

That the economic condition of these people in the 
Provinces of Flanders and Walloonie might be known, 
I wrote letters to the workers of several representa- 
tive posts and got the following statistics. In the Flem- 
ish posts of Courtrai and Oost-Roosebeke, the first a 
good-sized city, the second a village, wages were as 
follows: 


Peete Ohe. cis; sce s.s eee toate $5.00 to $6.00 weekly 
A RAME EE Fy ieiercatiis aie eee sbik s 5.00 to 6.00 “ 
MOANA cco alig sine 80's se-are%e 5.00 to 7.00 “ 
PORE EEN 0 a5 oss cee Sb 6.00 5 
WHREIWEIGNE Sos eo e obese 7.00 - 
WUOCHSOMEN 056 5's. s:s'0 6.010:63k ars 6.00 i 
NUL TS a a 5.50 “ 
Manual laborer ........¢.0. 5.00 m 
PANO ie. ois) o'o'5.6 9 4.s/S0ie eh 5.75 Ki 
PES OTT) TTT ee i Pere re 1.75 4 
OLE 0) 5) Cy a 6.00 « 
RIGPAEOISE ooo ec coke ce baat 6.00 # 
LOC 171 1.75, . 
MIN ORTIMEEE 55° 5:a/ca pion a eeccs 6.00 nag 
Foundry worker ........... 5.75 . 


The average salary runs to 200 francs per week or 
about $6. Many of these men have families of four 
or more children. 

Here are a few items to show the cost of the main 
articles of food at these two posts. 


Bread. (20 1b, 16a8) s.6s40%:8'8660 $ .06 
Bectiet COL) 5 vice ere sos eee ee 50 
CAMCe CBD) sess Sta see sees .40 
SS SG OD A a ee ae 35 
Potatoes (1D.). i. 3 otic ss t's OI 
Pheese CIRO ik svn wean els vas 45 


It will be readily seen that a family of six, with an 
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earning capacity of $25 monthly, in view of the above 
schedule, would be driven to subsist largely upon po- 
tatoes, margarine, and chicoree roasted instead of 
coffee, which is exactly what they do. It might be 
added also that coal is bought by these people by the 
kilogram (2 Ibs.) instead of by the ton, as a ton costs 
about $12. Rents also-are high, so that whole families 
often occupy one or two rooms. Yet here at Courtrai, in 
nine months, the people contributed $50 for one pur- 
pose, $8 for another, and $30 for another, thus abound- 
ing in their “deep poverty.” From all the posts ot the 
Mission $1,000 was contributed last year for the differ- 
ent departments of the work, in addition to their con- 
tributions to other special needs at their own posts. _ 

Our worker at Warquigmies in Walloonie submits 
a list of wages earned by members of our congregation 
there, almost all-of them miners. The wages average 
about one dollar a week higher than in Flanders. 
From Liége in eastern Belgium, reports indicate wages 
as being slightly higher, but living also higher. . In 
the pre-election speech of President-elect Hoover, ad- 
dressed to the- workers at Newark, he stressed the 
superior standards of living of American workers as 
compared with those of other countries. He cited the 
purchasing power-of the wages of workers in eight dif- 
ferent countries, workers such as carpenters, electri- 
cians, day laborers, miners, railroad engineers, and the 
like. In all but four instances, the purchasing capacity 
of the weekly earnings of these men was lowest in 
Belgium. 

Will you pardon more statistics? The ratio of the 
wages of certain Belgian workers to the wages of the 
same workers in the United States is as follows: 


Belgium United States 


Railroad engineers.. 1 to 4.7 
Carpenters .....0000 I to 7.6 
BICCtHICIANG  66icess oe to 10.2 
Do errr I to 5.9 
Day laborers ....... I to 3.9 


Does it not seem in face of these facts that we 
should gladly give of our abundance to this people, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


hungry for the Gospel but powerless to procure it 
for themselves? 


BrusseEts, BELGIUM. 








Moment Meditations 
By I. Lilias Trotter 














“Life through His Name” 


NE of the loveliest unfoldings of the words “Life 

through His Name” is in’ Numbers 17: 1-8. 
“Aaron’s rod that budded” was cut off from its old 
root; more than that, it lay all night. “before the 
Lord”. on the desert sand of the tabernacle floor. 

Campers in the wilderness know well the drawing 
power of the sand, and it is part of their lore that the 
waterskins must have a layer of brushwood or desert 
reeds below them or their contents would be sucked 
away. What remained of the natural sap in that rod 
would. have ebbed out before the morning. As it 
ebbed, a heavenly current flowed in, and among the 
wilted, shriveled ‘rods around, it lay crowned with its 
miracle growth. The whole spring wealth of bud 
and blossom and fruit was concentrated into that night 
‘before the Lord in the Holiest Place. 

And the one determining factor lay in obedience 
to. the command, “Thou shalt write Aaron’s name 
upon the rod of Levi.” 

Is God bringing us along the same path? Have we 
seen our natural resources cut off and left on the 
other side of Calvary? Are we experiencing that 
practical ebbing out of all confidence in the flesh, 
and so far from resisting its withdrawal, do we “lie 
before the Lord” and “take pleasure” in our helpless- 
ness?- Then we may expect that being delivered unto 
death for Jesus’ sake, the life also of Jesus may be 
made manifest in our mortal flesh. Let us write 
“Jesus,” so to speak, along our helplessness, and be- 
lieving, we shall have “Life through His Name.” 














A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


9. The Head of the House 














Skylight Farm. 
Dear CoLLecE Boy: 

My mind has for some time been hovering around 
the subject about which I have chosen to talk to you 
this afternoon. I have hitherto refrained from dis- 
cussing it, not because it is in any sense unpleasant, 
but because I feel so utterly inadequate. One can do 
no more than touch the merest fringes of it within 
the given limits of time and space. If, however, I can 
so much as suggest to you its possibilities and set you 
to searching out its depths for yourself I shall be well 
content. I am sure I cotild find no time when my own 
frame of mind would be better tuned to it than this 
blessed holiday season. For I am writing this letter 
during a brief lull in the rush and whirl of the Christ- 
mas vacation. 

What a happy time it has been ever since our col- 
‘lege boy, his arms laden with mysterious, bulky sur- 
prises for every member of the family, came breezily 
in, very much like a gust of sweet, snow-laden winter 
air into a stuffy, overheated room! If there had been 
in the atmosphere any lurking miasma of fretful nerve 
tension, any of the taint of commercialism that one 
senses in the shopping district, it straightway flickered 
up the chimney and was gone. Every one from Grand- 
father to Little Sister became a child again. One 
needs all the stimulus of the season’s happiness, for 
it is well nigh impossible to find time for. sleep; there 
is so much to be talked about. Boy o’Mine and I 
loiter in the living room long after the last Christmas 
carol has been tuned out and the rest of the crew 
have sought their bunks, and go over everything that 
has happened in many months. And when the lights 
are finally out and'I lie down to rest, instead of. sleep 
there comes a veritable panorama of Christmases fong 
past. I hear my father’s cheery hail of “Merry Christ- 
mas” calling me out of dreamiand in the crisp dark- 
ness of a winter morning — surely Christmases used 
to be colder than they are now. I recall a certain 
Christmas season when, from the revelations of the 
after years, I know my parents must have been sorely 
burdened with care; but the only picture of it I find 
on the wall of my memory, and a very distinct pic- 
ture it is, reveals my father romping merrily on the 
floor with me beside a little new folding rocker from 
which is suspended a bulky stocking with a cloth ele- 
phant protruding from the top. That cheap little toy 
long since passed into oblivion, but on the window 
ledge of my room at this moment sits one I have 
foolishly treasured for years because it resembles that 





long lost toy and brings back a flash of the dear com- 
radeship of that Christmas of the long ago. Always, 
in every recollection of my childhood home, while 
Mother* appears the chief source of comfort and in- 
spiration, the real center of the organism was our 
father. 

It was not so long ago that a college boy said to 
me a thing that shocked and pained me then and has 
haunted me ever since. He said, “You can’t imagine 
how many fellows there are who don’t seem to like 
their fathers.” If that be true I can scarcely think 
of anything more tragic. Surely he was mistaken. 
Men are such queer, inarticulate beings, many of them 
— “buttoned-up people,” Charles Dickens used to call 
them. I can’t believe that the thing this boy took 
for dislike is anything worse than a lack of sympathetic 
comradeship and understanding. Even so it is bad 
enough. 

I wonder if many boys and girls of the present day 
know that God’s Word lays-down for us some very 
definite principles of family government, principles 
that one who hopes some day to found a Christian 
home can by no means afford to ignore. I wish from 
the bottom of my heart I could write in letters of fire 
the incontrovertible fact that ignoring these explicit 
commands of God, calling them antiquated and unsuited 
to present day social needs, has brought down upon us 
the divorce evil, the most disgraceful, degrading, dan- 
gerous menace that has ever threatened the whole 
social structure. When the’ Lord Jesus was ques- 
tioned concerning the Mosaic provisions for divorce, 
laws far more stringent than ours today, he said, 
“Moses for ‘your hardness of heart suffered you to 
put away your wives: but from the beginning it hath 
not been so” (Matt. 19:8). Are the hearts of men, 
then, harder than they were fifteen hundred years 
before Jesus Christ came into the world? 

But it is not of the sanctity and inviolability of mar- 
riage that I wish to speak today, but rather of God’s 
plan of government for the home. I can only briefly 
suggest to you the teachings of God’s Word concern- 
ing the relative position, responsibilities, and privileges 
of man and woman. Detailed study of the matter 
is better worth your time than any course in economics 
or sociology offered by your college. It is a significant 
fact that man and woman lost their innocence together 
and together received their sentence. The phrase, 
“The woman pays,” is a bit of sentimental human 
rubbish. In pronouncing sentence upon the woman in 


Eden God laid down a law that has never been abro- 
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gated: “Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he! 
shall rule over thee.” To my mind the solemn problem) 
arising thence concerns not so much consequent servil-! 
ity for woman as the pertinent question whether each 
and every one of you men creatures is equal to the' 
occasion. Are you in the way of becoming a man who . 
will be known as one that ruleth well his house, or a 
petty, inadequate tyrant with nominal power but no 
ability to make it actual? 

Do not concern yourself for a moment with any ap-' 
prehension lest the arrangement is not fair to woman.| 
Mrs. Browning speaks most truly when she says that| 
“God in cursing gives us better gifts than man in! 
benediction.” No right-minded, rightly educated 
daughter.of Eve has ever desired a husband who would 
submit meekly to leading strings, any more than she 
has wanted to be judged mentally and physically supe-, 
rior to her mate. It is not so much a matter of in-, 
feriority and superiority as it is of good government. 
No good American citizen says, “I am the equal, if 
not the superior of our president. It is not just that 
he should rule qgver me.” We women may enjoy the 
comforting reflection that the position of head of the 
house is, at least in this western hemisphere, as truly 
elective as is the presidency. In proportion as the 
term of office is longer, it behooves us to be cautious 
in our selection. 

The writer of Hebrews beautifully suggests that the 
best institutions of earth are but a type and shadow 
of the heavenly. The rule applies most wonderfully 
to the home. In fact the only way to grasp God's 
plan for the home in its beauty and completeness is 
to remember that it is a type of the relation between 
Christ and the Church. It is in the fifth chapter of 
his letter to the Ephesians that Paul gives us the 
clearest statement of God’s statute. “As the church 
is subject to Christ, so let the wives also be to. their 
husbands in everything.” Does that seem to savor of 
tyranny? Not if we include the next admonition: 
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself up for it.” The most. 
immeasurable, incomprehensible power in all the uni-' 
verse is the love of the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
Church. 


“From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy Bride; - 

With His own blood he bought her, 
And for her life He died.” 


What woman could hesitate for one moment to pour 
out her fullest measure of devoted service, that rich 
libation that only a woman knows how to offer, for 
such a love as that? The apostle goes on to say that 
Christ’s great concern ever since he came down to 
earth has been to perfect this bride of his, to cleanse 
and beautify her against the day of their perfect union, 
that “one, far-off, divine event, toward which the whole 
creation moves.” No place here for that travesty the 
world calls love which is all soiled and polluted with 
passion and caprice and jealous tyranny. But until 
you have so loved you have not loved at all. You say 
no woman is perfect? Neither is the Church today; 
but Christ by his great love is drawing her onward 
to perfection. 
Your friend, 
A Farm Moruer. 


A Permanent Enrollment Card 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


A NEW system of enrollment has been introduced in 
the Trinity Heights Methodist Sunday School of 
Dallas, Texas. On one side of this enrollment card is 
given historical information, and on the other will be 
kept monthly reports of each pupil. The secretary of 
each department reports monthly to the general sec- 
retary the standing of every pupil in his department, 
based on the six points required. They are attend- 
ance, 20 percent; on time, 10 percent; Bible, 10 per- 
cent; offering, 10 percent; lesson studied, 30 percent; 
church attendance, 20 percent. A monthly report card 
is sent to the parent of each child-from the Beginners 
through the Intermediate Department giving the aver- 
age grade attained by the pupil. In the Beginners 
Department only three points are reckoned: attend- 
ance, on time, and offering. Students in the Senior 
and Adult Departments receive quarterly report cards 
showing their standing. 

The general enrollment card shows the record of all 
pupils for a period of ten years, or as long as they 
are members of the Sunday-school, and it is planned 
to exhibit these at every promotion exercise each year. 
This information will be found useful in checking up 
on members, and the historical record will be most 
valuable in years to come. 

Corat GABLEs, FLA. 
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God’s Word then does us good, when it furnishes 
us with matter for prayer, and. excites us to it. When 
God has spoken to us, we must consider what we 
have to say to hian upon it.— Matthew Henry. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 17. PRAYER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodus 32 : 31, 32; Nehemiah I: 4-11; Daniel 6: 10; 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Luke 18: 1-14; John 17: 1-26; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John §: 14, 15 
Golden Text.—If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you.— John 15:7 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Fereword 
Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try ; 
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


O Thou by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod; 
Lord, teach us how to pray. 
—J. Montgomery. 


AST week we studied repentance and faith. And 
L prayer is the language in which these two states 

of soul are expressed. The existence of re- 
pentance and faith on our part means that we desire 
to draw near to God. The next thing is, what shall 
we say? Our present lesson indicates part, at least, 
of the answer to this question. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 6:5.—Hypocrites. The use of this word 
by our Lord should be carefully noted. We generally 
use it in the sense of a person who deliberately and 
consciously says or does a thing wich the intention 
of deceiving others, and perhaps himself. Our Lord, 
on the other hand, seems to use the term of one whose 
life is inconsistent with his profession but without any 
connotation of willful or conscious deceit. Compare 
Matthew 7:5; 15:7-9; Luke 12:56; 13:15. | 

Here, however, and also in Maithew 22: 18 it may 
be that the use of the word does approximate more 
to our own everyday meaning. It is nevertheless im- 
portant to bear in mind what a wide range of wrong- 
doing the Lord Jesus covers with this word. ; 

Stand and pray. No stress must be laid on this 
word as implying ostentation. For among the Jews 
standing was and is the ordinary posture in prayer. 
Compare Mark 11:25. The synagogue was the proper 
place of prayer, so no blame can be intended with 
regard to this. It is the manner and the motive that 
the Lord Jesus was criticizing. Received their reward. 
The form of the verb suggests that they have received 
it in full, They wanted to be seen of men. God was 
not really in their thoughts. And they have got what 
they wanted. There is nothing more in their desire. 
And there is nothing more for them to have. 


Verse 6.—Inner chamber. A private oratory (cf. Dan. 
6:10). The circumstances depicted are local and tem- 
porary. For many of our pupils they would have no 
meaning whatever. They do not even have a bedroom 
to themselves. So we must pass to the heart of 
Christ’s meaning. And that is that it is the secret 
prayer which is enjoined under whatever circum- 
stances that may be possible. 


Verse 7.—Vain repetitions. It is not the length of 
time spent in prayer nor even the fervent repetition 
of forms of prayer that is forbidden, but the mechanical 
repetition of-such forms or the meaningless repetition 
of words the mouth utters while the mind is really 
thinking about something else. Our Lord - himself 
passed whole nights in prayer. And in the very in- 
tensity of his agony in Gethsemane he reiterated the 
same words. The repetition of a given number of 
Paternosters and Ave Marias as practiced by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is a plain violation of this com- 
mand. So also is the thoughtless or careless use of 
words in prayer. 

Verse 9.—After this manner. The Lord’s Prayer, 
as we call it, is not only a form of prayer for our 
use; it is also a pattern for our imitation. Our Father, 
It is of the essence of Christian prayer that God should 
be addressed as a Father to whose love we appeal, 
and not as a God whose anger we seek to appease. 
The recognition of this removes nearly all the real 
difficulties on the subject of prayer. A wise earthly 
father does not grant all requests, but only those that 
are for his child’s good. Again the child asks without 
fear, yet no refusal shakes his trust in his father’s 
love or power. 


Verse 12.—Our debts. For the Christian such debts 
fall mainly into two categories. (1) Obligations of 
character and walk (Rom. 8:12). (2) Obligations 
of work and service (Rom. 1:14). Neither of these 
classes of obligation will ever be fully discharged by 
any of us (Luke 17:10). And therefore there will 
be continual need for each to pray this prayer. Com- 
pare Colossians 2:14, where the “bond” against us 
suggests the idea of an unpaid account. Sin is not 
merely doing what is wrong; it is also leaving undone 
what is right (Jas. 4:17). 

As we also have forgiven. The past tense implies 
that we have forgiven freely and fully anyone against 


Devotional al R ; Psalm 121: 1-8, 
rimary ic: Talking with God. 
Lesson Material : fiatthew 6: 5-15; Luke 18: 9-24. 
F Memory Verse: We know that he heareth us.—1 John 5: 15. 
junior Topic: Talking with God. 
Lesson Material > Matthew 6: 5-15; Luke 18: 9-14; 1 John 
5: 84, 15. 
Memor Verse: If we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us.-—-1 John 5: 14. 
Intermediate and Seniez Topic: Why Should We ing , 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Christian’s Prayer Life. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 6: 5-13; Luke 18: 9-14; 1 John §: 14, 15 
Matt. 6:5 And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the 
hypocrites: for they leve to stand and pray in the syna- 
gogues and in tse corners of the streets, that they may be 
seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have received 
their reward, 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
thine inner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in 
secret shall recompense thee. 7 And in praying use not 
vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not 
therefore like unto them: for ‘your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 9 After this 
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done, as in heaven, so on earth, 11 Give us this day 
*our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven cur debtors. 13 And bring us not into temp- 

tation, but deliver us from * the evil one.‘ 


Luke 18:9 And he spake also this parable unto certain 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
set ‘all others at nought: 1@ Two men went up into the 
temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a * pub- 
lican, 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of men, ex- 
tortieners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this * publican. 12 
I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I get. 
13 But the ° publican, standing afar eff, would not lift up 
so much as his €yes unto heaven, but smote his breast, 
saying, God, * be thou merciful to me °a sinner. 14 I say 
unto you, This man went down to his house justified rather 
than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be humbled; but he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


1 John 5:14 And this is the boldness which we have 
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his 
will, he heareth us: 15 and if we know that he heareth us 
whatsoever’ we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
which we have asked of him. ~ 

1Some ancient authorities read, God your Father. 

*Gr., our bread for the coming day. Or, our needful 

bread. *Or, evil. Many authorities, some ancient, 

but with variations, add, For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. ®Gr., the 
rest. © That is, collectors or renters of Roman taxes. 
7Or, be thou propitiated. ®Or, the sinner. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








whom we have a cause of complaint (Col. 3:13) be- 
fore we venture to approach the throne of grace for 
ourselves. ' 


Verse 13.—Bring us not into temptation. James 1:2 
does not contradict this. When the trials are thick 
upon us we may by faith count it all joy because we 
know that God is both permitting the trial and over- 





Teach Us to Pray 
By Amos R. Wells 


RAYER is the clasping hands of God and man. 

Prayer is completion of the eternal plan. Prayer 
is the stairs by Bethel angels trod. Prayer is the 
bridge that leaps from man to God. Prayer lifts 
us up, when all else drags us down. Prayer is our 
throne, our scepter, and our crown. Prayer starts 
us off, and praying pulls us through. Prayer is the 
greatest thing a man can do. Who boldly plan 
and masterfully dare find energy and confidence in 
prayer. Prayer is their armory, their weapon stout; 
by prayer they put all enemies to rout. If storms 
assail, prayer is our shieldinghome. Prayer is our 
compass when afar we roam. On sea or land, 
where darkest perils are, prayer is our sun by day, 
by night our star. If we are poor, prayer is abun- 
dant gold. Prayer keeps us young if we are grow- 
ing old. Prayer is our medicine if we are ill, and 
all our want suffices to fulfill. Teach us to pray, 
great Source of every good! Bring us within Thy 
sheltering fatherhood! Amid all changes of life’s 
troubled way, Lord, teach Thy needy children how 
to pray! 











ruling it for our good. But no one can think of such 
= without dread and without praying to be delivered 
rom it. 

Temptation has two senses. (1) Providential. (2) 
Moral. It is the former that is-in view here, for God 
never tempts anyone to sin (Jas. 1:13). Deliver us. 
These words express the yearning of the child of God 
for the redemption that is to be consummated at the 
manifestation of the Lord Jesus (Rom. 8:23). 


Luke 18:9.—Who trusted in themselves. Even in 
prayer it is possible for self to creep in. 


Verse 10—A Pharisee. And therefore one who by 
his very profession should have known all about the 
laws of prayer. The other a publican. And therefore 
one who by his very life might well be supposed igno- 
rant of these laws. 


Verse 11.—With himself. He would hardly have 
dared to pray this aloud. But more than this, — his 
prayer never reached God in any effective sense. It 
did not get above the level of the man’s own heart, 
so weighted was it by self. 


Verse 12.—i fast. This was a voluntary fast on the 
Mondays and Thursdays. The only fast prescribed 
for the Jews was once a year on the day of atonement 
(Lev. 16:29; Num. 29:7). So the Pharisee was 
boasting of his works of supererogation. 


Verse 13.—A sinner. Note the marginal reading. 
Note also the difference between the standing and 
stood (v. 11). The Pharisee stood, took up his posi- 
tion. The publican hardly ventured into the Temple. 


1 John 5:14.—According to his will. This defines 
not the manner in which we seek, but the thing for 
which we seek. This must always be an indispensable 
condition of answered prayer. God cannot risk wreck- 
ing the universe for his children’s whims. And if wé 
really know and love him, this condition will not 
trouble us at all. For the will of God is good and 
acceptable and perfect (Rom. 12:2). He heareth us. 
This sense of hearing is peculiar to John. It suggests 
not merely the physical fact of attention but also the 
spiritual response. This is true both when the word 
is used of God as here, or of men as in John 10: 27. 

Verse 15.—We have. Not we shall have. It is no 
accident that the one kind of prayer to which John 
refers is intercession. 


A Leseon Outline 
1. God’s pattern of prayer (Matt. 6: 5-13) 
2. The right attitude to God (Luke 18: 9-14) 
3. God’s promise to prayer (1 John 5: 14, 15) 
Golden Topice 


1. The Lord’s Prayer—It is so called because the 
Lord Jesus taught it, not because he used it. You 
never find him asking his Father for forgiveness for 
himself. Nor does he ever approach the Father along 
with his disciples. His relationship with his Father 
was unique and incommunicable. Note the following 
analysis of the Lord’s Prayer. (1) Things concern- 
ing God: reverence, allegiance, and obedience. (2) 
Things concerning ourselves: God’s provision, pardon, 
protection, and power. 


a. The three kinds of prayer—Closet prayer (Matt. 
6:6); common prayer (Matt. 6:9); constant prayer 
(1 Thess. 5:17). 

3. Different forms of prayer.—Petition for ourselves, 
intercession for others, confession when we have done 
wrong, praise for what God is, thanksgiving for what 
God has done. 


4. Special occasions of common prayer.— 


(1) The church service. When the service is prop- 
erly balanced, prayer here consists very largely of 
praise and thanksgiving, of intercession on behalf of 
public needs, and of confession of sin. Such petitions 
as are introduced must necessarily be of a quite general 
character. 

(2) The prayer-meeting. ‘Here the business is quite 
definite. God’s people come together to pray for defi- 
nite and specific objects. These may be such as affect 
the whole world —especially missionary. work in the 
world, the country and its government, the Church of 
God, the local church, individuals whether Christians 
or not. 

The foregoing analysis will serve to explain to the 
scholars the essential difference between these two 
forms of the church’s corporate activity. Each has 
its Own part and importance. And often prayer-meet- 
ings for the pupils can be introduced with helpful re- 
sults. Needless to say, this must be done in very 
definite dependence’ upon the guidance of the Holy 
opirit. 

It may also be well to point out that in the church 
service most Christians restrict ministry to one or two 



























































































































Lesson for February 17 


of their number, usually ordained ministers. But the 
prayer-meeting is to be open to all the Lord’s people, 
and all have the privilege of sharing in the sacred 
ministry of intercession. 


The Practical Aim : 

To teach the pupils that if they are Christ’s then 
the privileges of prayer are for them. And to encour- 
age them to exercise the right of access to God which 
belongs to them in Christ. 


Final Word 

Think then of all who love thee, 

e_ All who are loved by thee. 

Pray, too, for those who hate thee, 
If any such there be. 

Then for thyself in meekness, 
Humbly a blessing claim, 

Blending with each petition 
Thy great Redeemer’s name. 

—Jane L. Simpson. 
Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 


4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis; Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning somé of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT was the one condition Christ laid down in con- 
nection with the Lord’s Prayer, to make it acceptable 
with the Father? 
2. In what single word did Christ denote the simplicity 
of prayer? 
3. Name two other words which Christ named in varia- 
tion of the same figure, as above. 
4. How did Christ illustrate the importance of per- 
sistence in prayer? 
5. How does Paul emphasize the importance of praying 
all the time? 
6. What two warnings does the Lord give in relation 
to prayer? ; 
7. What two words are indicative of the two divisions 
of the Lord’s Prayer? 
8. What condition of successful prayer does John give 
in the quotation from his first letter? 
9. What does the Lord’s Prayer indicate as superior in 
importance even to our daily bread? 
10. What did Christ say about God’s seeking true wor- 
shipers? 
11. What are two prime requisites of true prayer, as 
Christ taught men? 
12. What mistake is often made in prayer, even by 
sincere Christians ? 
13. What confidence may we have in God's granting 
prayer that is according to his revealed will? 
14. To whom should prayer be made, the Father, Son, 
or Holy Spirit? 
15. Who is now the great teacher of prayer? 
16. To whom did Christ say, “Ye shall ask what ye 
wiil, and it shall be don® unto you”? See John 15: 7. 


P Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Heaven’s Advice.—Buit thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut thy 
door (Matt. 6:6). There are all sorts of ways and 
places to pray. I used to know the late General O. O. 
Howard. He was one of the last surviving Union 
generals of the Civil War. He came out of the war 
with but one arm. When he walked with you he would 
hook that good arm of his in yours and draw you 
right up close to himself. A friend who knew him 
intimately said to me, when I mentioned this trait of 
' General Howard, “Ridgway, do you know what he 
“was doing? He was praying for you as you walked 

and talked. That is what he does with all those he 

likes extra well. You must have made a hit with the 
general.” Samuel Hadley, he of the Jerry McAuley 

Mission on Water Street, New York, told me that once 

a year on the anniversary of his conversion he would 

go to the police station and get them to lock him up 
. in the same cell he occupied when as a drunken bum 

the cops would gather him in. There he spent all the 
night in prayer. We have here in the mountains the 
Master’s favorite place of prayer (Matt. 14: 23; John 
6:15; Luke 9:28). His was the inner chamber of 
the solitude of the eternal rocks and the nizht where 
the clouds -would come down and “shut the door.” I 
saw the other day a picture of a man on a mountain 
top all alone, with great cloud doors rolling shut below 
him to close him alone with Heaven. The great thing 
in praying is to be able to get alone with self and 
with God. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School ‘Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. February 10.—Repentance and Faith. Isaiah ~1 : 10- 


20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2: 1-12; Luke 
321-14; 15 : 11-24; Acts 2 : 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 3-10 
7. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodus 


32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1: 4-11; Daniel 6:10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke 18:1-14; John 17: 1-26; 1 
Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John 5:14, 15 
8. February 24.—Christian Growth. John~ 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew 16: 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke 2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4: 11-16; Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 3: 12- 
16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6: 1-3 
9 March 3.—The Christian Church. Matthew 16: 13- 
20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 1 : 
15-233 2: 13-22; 4: 4-46, 11-16; § 322-273 
1 Timothy 3:15 
and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
19, 20; Acts 2: 38, 41; Romans 
21-14; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 
11. March 17.—The Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2:2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:4-6; Revelation 1 : 10 
12. March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 
1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Jonah 3 : 1-10; Malachi 
327-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1 : 6-8; 13-: 1-33 
26 : 12-20; Romans 1 : 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16: 2; 
a Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9: 1-15 
13. March 31.—The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 1-12; 
John 14: 1-6; x Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22 : 1-§ 


10. March 10.—Baptism 
thew 3: 13-17; 28: 








Love and Faith.—Your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of (v. 8). The Smart Aleck says to this 
text, “Then what’s the use telling God, since he 
knows?” What answer have you to the irreligious 
sophomore who throws this one at you? The nearest 
I can come to it is what follows in this paragraph and 
the next. I have a daughter and three grandchildren 
and a Sunday-school with a “Baby Class.” There has 
never been a time that I have not known periectly 
what each of thein needed, and stood ready to supply 
that need. There are few joys equal to having one 
and another of_the little folks crawl up into the lap 


and, putting the chubby little arms around the neck and 


the soft, warm little cheek’ against the face, lisp in the 
ear just what they want “Ole Kris” to bring. “Lectric 
train, dollie, sled, gun, a fire injun, set o’ dishes, sword, 
n’everything.” “Do you think Ole Kris is likely to 
bring all the things you have been asking for?” “Sure, 
gran’pop! Didn’t he do it last year!” Love. Faith. 
And were not these two just what Jesus hungered for 
all the time he was here on earth? (John 13:1; Matt. 
15:28.) He answered every such prayer. Love and 
faith raised Lazarus from the dead. A sorry-looking 
old panhandler stopped me with the usual whine and 
yarn. As is my custom with these potential friends of 
mine, with the coin I told him of Jesus’ love for such 
as he. “If he loves me,” said my potential friend 
(some of my best friends today were one time bums, 
thieves, dopes, drunkards, ind the like—that’s why 
I say “potential friend”), “why don’t he do something 
for me?” “Have you ever asked him to do something 
for you?” Of course he never had. There are thou- 
sands who are not panhandlers and bums and who have 
never asked him—and have never gotten very far in 
this world. Yes, Jesus knoweth what things we all 
have need. of, but as with me and my little folks, he 
wants you to climb right up into his-lap, so to speak, 
put your arms around his neck, your cheek to his 
cheek, your ‘heart beat to his heart beat. Indeed, does 
he not make it very plain that of such is the kingdom 
of Heaven? (Matt. 18: 3.) 


Opening Doors.—/f we ask anything according to 
his will, ... we know that we have the petitions (1 
John 5:14, 15). As I take pad and pencil to write 
this note on this last Sunday of 1928 I am “thrilled,” 
as the girls say, by an answer of prayer just at hand. 
By the way, since answers to prayer with Christian 
workers are constant, and run into the hundreds, why 
do they not get sort of commonplace and matter-of- 
course like selling another bill of goods? Why be 
surprised at the last one! Here’s the story briefly. 
We will call her Miss Dollie Dorcas because it is not 
her name. She belongs to an old Chester County 
family of “church folks.” She is an old-time family 
dressmaker who brought the inside news and “dolled 
up” the girls. Came and stayed a week or two with 
Mother (and then to other neighbors), to the satis- 
faction of us boys, because we noticed an improvement 
in the “grub” while Miss Dorcas remained! . There 
were no stores where Mother could get ’em for 2.08, so 
Miss Dorcas and mothers made ’em. That was years 
ago. Miss Dorcas is an old woman now. A while 
ago she fell and broke her hip; it never mended. Help- 
less in a wheel chair for several years in the home 
of a sister on a small farm. Brother-in-law has just 
had a stroke. No longer possible in that home to take 
care of Miss Dorcas. What shall she do? Where 
shall she go? Her sister came to see me. I have not 
seen Miss Dorcas for thirty years. What could be 
done to get Miss Dorcas into the lovely Home for 
Incurables just built in Philadelphia’s suburbs? I 
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would write. Word comes back, home is full, with a 
long waiting list. I write to a Fellow Elder in Phila- 
delphia. Fellow Elder sends my letter to Home offi- 
cial. Home official investigates. Finds a woman for 
whom Dollie Dorcas had one time sewed. This wo- 
man has an endowed bed. Presto change, Dollie 
Dorcas’ name is moved up to head of waiting list for 
old-time Dressmaking Patron’s bed, and in a little 
while Dollie Dorcas goes to one of the most beautiful 
places in Philadelphia’s suburbs without a cent of a 
fee, without a cent of expense all the rest of her life, 
under most loving care. Listen! Dollie prayed, Dollie’s 
sister prayed, Fellow Elder prayed, and Yours Truly 
prayed — and the Lord did the rest! And here I sit 
as the old year dies — “thrilled” at the quick answer, 
notwithstanding I know prayers have been opening 
doors all down the centuries. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ANALYSIS.—Train the pupils’ 
to think the lesson into its clements. 








T WOULD be possible to deal with our lesson from 

either of two angles. We might gather up into a 
unified organization all the teachings upon prayer that 
are suggested in the lesson references, or even more 
widely in the New Testament or the Scriptures as a 
whole. This would give us a more general view of the 
subject of prayer in its completeness. Again, it is 
possible to do what the lesson principle suggests, 
namely, analyze into its elements the portion of the 
Scripture that is definitely selected for the lesson study. 
Our Lord here suggests two warnings for those who 
would pray acceptably, and then gives to his disciples 
the model prayer which for that reason we have called 
the Lord’s Prayer. He warns his disciples: against 
making a vain show in their prayers as the hypocrites 
did and against using vain repetitions as did those who 
thought they would be heard for their much speaking. 
_ The prayer itself is a short series of petitions divided 
into two parts. Addressed to the Father in Heaven 
there is first a short series of three petitions whose 
focus is God the Father, and then another series of 
four petitions whose focus is the disciple who makes 
the prayer. “Thy” is the characteristic note of the 
first series, and “us” of the second. It is characteris- 
tic that the prayer even where it centers upon the peti- 
tioner is not selfish or individualistic. It is truly a 
communion prayer in that it implies a group of peti- 
tioners, or an individual pleading blessing not for self 
alone but for others as well. Furthermore, and even 
more important, it is a prayer for God’s glory, God’s 
kingdom, God’s will, as supreme over any human need, 
and indicates that even more important than our daily 
bread are these concerns of the Father who gives us 
every good and perfect gift. ° 

The additional verses from John’s letter assure us 
that we may pray in the assurance of faith when we 
pray according to the will of God. Thus we have had 
suggestion both negative and positive as to the condi- 
tions of prayer and definite indication as to the right 
organization and content of prayer. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


| m7 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex laining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date rf the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are elso 


Have We Given It Up?—And when ye pray, ye 
shall not ‘be as the hypocrites (Matt. 6:5). Charles 
Finney tells of an elder who was filled with the Spirit. 
When some one asked him, “When did you get filled 
with the Spirit of God?” he replied, “When I gave 
over lying to God in prayer.”—From The King’s» 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Riches of the Lord’s Prayer.—After this manner 
therefore pray ye (v. 9). 

“Our Father who art in heaven”; here is a child and 
his Father. 
arn be thy name”; here a worshiper and his 

od, 

“Thy kingdom come”; here a citizen and his King. 

“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”; 
here a servant and his Master. 
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“Give us this day our daily bread”; 
here a beggar and his Benefactor. 

“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors”; here a sinner and his Sav- 
iour. 

“Lead us not. into temptation”; here a 
pilgrim and his Guide. 

“But deliver us from evil”; here a 
captive and his Deliverer. 

What, then, is God to me? A Father, 
a God, a King, a Master, a Benefactor, a 
Saviour, a Guide, a Deliverer. What am 
Ito him? A child, a worshiper, a citizen, 
a servant, a beggar, a sinner, a pilgrim, 
and a captive seeking deliverance.—From 
The Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Challenging God.—For thine is the 
... power (v. 13, A. V.). “About a year 
ago the Rev. C. A. Jamieson of the China 
Inland Mission began a daybreak prayer- 
meeting which started a revival, mem- 
bers going out two by two to do soul- 
winning work. Recently two military 
officers accompanied by some rough sol- 
diers came and demanded the use of the 
church building. At length Mr. Jamieson 
said, ‘This building is not mine.’ They 
asked, ‘Whose is it?’ He replied, ‘It is | 
God’s.’ Then they said, ‘We are prepared | 
to challenge; and you can report it to Him.’ 
Mr. Jamieson said, ‘All right. I will do 
it now. Let us pray.’ When he opened 
his eyes he found them in an awed condi- 
tion. They bowed and went off. The 
next day they came to the church service 
and remained through the meeting. At 
the close they came forward and apolo- 
gized for not being at the. prayer-meeting 
preceding the service.’—E-xtract from 
Mr. George T. B. Davis’ letter. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto. 


The Signer More Important than the 
Bearer.—Two men went up into the tem- 
ple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the 
other a publican (Luke 18:10). “It is 
the name at the foot of the check,” says 
the Rev. T. G. Selby, “which gives it 
value when passed over the counter of 
the bank, and he isa poor simpleton in- 
deed who imagines that the check for a 
sum in four figures will be dishonored 
unless he drive there in carriage and pair. 
And yet some of us are just as whimsical 
and uninformed upon the subject of 
prayer. We assume that God will respond 
more richly and readily to the supplica- 
tions of prophets, apostles, famous saints, 
those who belong to brilliant spiritual 
hierarchies, than to yours and mine. 
Prayer becomes priceless through the 
name in which it is presented, however 
poor and mean and ignoble the petitioner 
himself.”"—From Sunday at Home. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


What Is Hardest to Renounce?—A 
Pharisee (v. 10). Spiritual pride is a 
great hindrance to. spiritual growth. 
When the saintly James Harvey was a 
young curate, he frequently talked with 
a wise old plowmman named Clayton. One 
day the subject under discussion was this: 
“Whatis the greatest impediment to spir- 
itual growth and happiness?” The curate 
said: “Surely to renounce our sinful 
self?” “No,” said the plowman. “The 
greatest difficulty is to renounce our right- 
eous self.” That is true—From The 
British Weekly. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. Prise illus- 
tration. 

No Limit to God’s Forgiveness:—The 
Pharisee stood and prayed (v. 11). “See,” 
said an evangelist to a penitent who was 
slow in taking comfort — “see how even 
a publican was accepted when he cried for 
mercy!” “Ah” said the other, “but I 
have been a greater sinner than a pub- 
lican; I have been a Pharisee!” ‘‘Well,” 
was the answer, “since God was so glad 
to hear a publican say, ‘God be merciful 
to me a sinner!’ how glad would he be to 
hear a Pharisee say so!” God used these 
words to bring comfort, light, and salva- 
tion to the man’s heart.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng., and by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 

Where All Are Paupers.—/ am not as 
the rest of men (v. 11). A man who re- 
cently made application to be admitted 
to the Los Angeles County Poor Farm 


where he was to park his sedan. Informed 
that the county did not provide garages, 
he motored away in disgust. This is the 
way some people want to come to God. 
Where will they put their self-righteous- 
ness? Heaven has no place for it—From 
The King’s Business. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. ; 


Where Shall Our Faith Look?—And 
this is the boldness which we have toward 
him, that, if we ask anything according to 
his will, he heareth us (# John 5:14). 
Amanda Smith tells of being in Africa 
and needing money, and of praying for it 
and expecting it from America. She 
prayed for months, and watched every 
ship that came in from America, but no 
money came and she was greatly dis- 
tressed. She went out into the woods one 
day to pray it out and to tell the Lord 
that he had néver treated her in that 
way before. While she was there, as 
she reports, the Spirit said to her softly, 
“Amanda! You are not asking in my 
name, you are trusting America! Cease 
to trust America, and ask in my name.” 
She says, “I fell on the ground, confessed 
my sin, and asked in his name only, and 
soon the money began to come from al- 
most every country.” Are we not all in 
danger of making in some form Amanda’s 
mistake?—From The Methodist Review. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


_ Prayer and God’s Laws.—I} ye abide 
tn me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatsoever ye will, and it shal! be done 
unto you (Golden Text). Many object 
to prayer on the ground that God’s laws 
cannot be altered. “Do you suppose that 
God is going to change any of his laws 
because you ask him to?” is the question 
of the unbeliever. It is well stated by 
J. Denham Smith: “Can prayer alter 
the divine law? Nay, but it is one of 
God’s laws that when his people pray he 
answers: ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; 
séek, and ye shall find.’” So prayer does 
not ask God to break any of his laws; 
instead, prayer is our obedience to God’s 
law. We may say reverently that our 
praying opens the way for God to carry 
to their fullest results his own laws... . 
It is the man who does not pray who 
breaks God’s law.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. . 


It is an evidence of great hardness to 
be more concerned about our sufferings 
than about our sins —Matthew Henry. 


. 
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arrived on the scene and asked an official 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that we may come to thee 
with the assurance that thou dost answer 
prayer. We know not how to pray as we 
ought, but we do desire to pray only in 
accordance with thy holy will. Deliver us 
from any spirit of; pride in self. May we 
come to thee in humility and simple trust, 
praising thee, adoring thee, and asking for 
the fulfilling of any need only in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Oh, forgive our empty 
prayers filled with swelling words! May our 
prayers be prompted by the Holy Spirit in 
the abiding life in Christ, and offered with 
the glad expectancy of faith. In the name 
of our blessed Lord we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Two men were 
standing on a street corner in Philadel- 
phia in earnest conversation. Suddenly 
one of them said something special to the 
other, and instantly both heads were 
bowed as they stood there on the pave- 
ment. They had been discussing a prob- 
lem. They were now laying that problem 
before God in just a few words of prayer. 
Presently they walked on in conversation 


RAYER 

PLANNING 
ERFORMING 

WHICH FIRST? 














again. One of the men was Mr. George 
T. B. Davis, who is engaged just now in 
providing one million Testaments for 
South and Central America. If you knew 
Mr. Davis and had occasion to talk with 
him now and then, you would find that 
before every real question that needed de- 
cision he would say, “Let’s have a word 
of prayer,” and in quick earnest words 
he would lay before the Lord that which 
was upon his mind and yours. This might 
occur in a street car, on a railway train, 
on a street corner, in your own home, 
or anywhere. No, there isn’t the least 
show about it. It seems just as natural 
as breathing to Mr. Davis. And the re- 
sults are nothing short of wonderful. Do 
you try to settle the big questions that 
come to you, and then pray about them, or 
do you ask God to show you what to do 
before you make up your mind? Isn't 
it a marvelous thing that God has pro- 
vided a way by which we can go to him, 
and lay before him any matter that may 
be upon our mind? How often we neglect 
prayer, and lose tremendously by that 


“1 thank the Maker of 
bird; that lam not a3 
other carrion-crow3,” 
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neglect! We ought tu have not just an 

occasional prayer time, but a real prayer 

life. If any of us do not have-that, why 

not begin today? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


We ; 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“C ount Your Blessings.” 

“QO Jesus, I Have Promised.” 

“M y Lord and I.” 

“M y Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 

“U nder the Blood.” 

“N earer, My God, to Thee.” 

“E xalted Christ, The.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of. Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) . - 

“TJ Lift My. Soul” (289: 1-3). Psalm 143 : 1-10. 
“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-8. 
“Everlasting Is Thy Throne” (205: 1, 2). 
Psalm 102: 1-§, 16-22. 
“Before Thy Mercy Seat” (62 :.1-4). 
Psalm «28 : 1-9. 
ue 


‘For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton . 
EAD. Matthew 6: 5-15 and Luke 18: 


9-14. 

Of all the lessons the Lord Jesus taught 
while he was on earth his teachings on 
prayer were among the most wonderful 
and precious. Prayer with him was sim- 
ple and delightful, just talking to his 
Father at Home whom he no doubt often 
wanted so much to see. He knew his 
Father so well, and wanted the sinning 
earth people to know him, too. He came 
into the world to bring them back to God. 

We learned in our lesson several weeks 
ago that all who received the Son of 
God became the children of God. We 
learned, too, how the heavenly Father 
cares for his children. 

After telling many lovely things about 
God, the-Lord Jesus told the people how 
to talk to him and tell him their needs. 
He told them that they should never pray 
just for some one to hear them or see 
them, and that the words used did not 
matter so much, as God listens to prayers 
that come from the heart. So he said it 
was best to be alone when praying. Then 
he told them that the Father in Heaven 
knew what they needed before they asked 
him. He did not mean by this that it was 
not necessary for them to pray, but it 
helped them to feel sure that God did 
understand, so that they could say, “My 
Father in Heaven knows that I need this, 
and since he loves me so much, I can 
trust him to give me what I need.” 

The Master gave them the beautiful 
pattern prayer, which we know as the 
“Lord’s Prayer.” This prayer is very 
short, but it covers all of every one’s 
needs. Let the teacher spend some time 


with the class studying this prayer. First, . 


it teaches us to call God our own Father 
who has all power and love. And every 
one who will accept the Saviour whom 
God has sent may claim this heavenly 
Father. And do we not want our Father’s 
name honored, and held in reverence all 
over the world? 

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done.” Let us help the little folks to see 
something of the blessing in these peti- 
tions. The coming of God’s kingdom will 
bring the brightest, happiest days the 
world has. ever known. And we should 
never think of our Father’s will just along 
with our sorrows; his will brings real 
joy and peace to us. Tell the children 
never to be afraid of saying “Thy will 
be done” to their heavenly Father. If 
they have learned to pray these two peti- 
tions, they are really little citizens of the 
heavenly kingdom, and can ask the Lord 
for everything they need —daily bread, 
pardon, help in time of temptation, and 
protection from the great enemy. They 
can ask all these things from the Great 
King, because he has all power. 

Then there is the lesson of sweet for- 
giveness that all must learn if they would 
pray aright. Perhaps the children will 
learn this important lesson on prayer from 
this little story which has been told in 
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Lesson for February 17 


these columns before: A little boy was 
saying his evening prayer at his grand- 
mother’s knee, “ ‘Now I lay me down to 
sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 
If I should die before I wake’ — wait a 
minute, Grandma”; and the little fellow 
left the room. In a few minutes he came 
back, finished his prayer, and went to 
bed. His grandmother asked why he had 
left the room and left off his prayer as he 
did. He answered, “You see, Grandma, I 
had a quarrel with sister, and had tum- 
bled up her playhouse, and if I should die 
before I wake, I would not like to leave 
it like that.” He had forgiven, and could 
ask for forgiveness. 

Once when the Master was teaching ' 
another lesson on prayer, he told about 
two men whom he heard praying in the 
Temple. One of these men thought he 
was much better than the other, and he 
stood up straight, and told the Lord what 
a good man he was, so much better than 
some people, especially the other man 
who was praying near him. This other 
man would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat upon his breast, saying, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith ; 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





PRAYER A 
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listened to his prayer, forgave the sinful 
man, and he went home happy. 
Sing “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 
Criinton, S. C. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Greatest of all arts. 

Discussion: How early in life should a 
fellow learn to pray? Why? Should he 
have a regular time to pray each day, 
or merely pray as occasion seems to de- 
mand? What is prayer? 

Objective: Practicing the prayer life 
that makes God supreme. 











AY, fellows, we are sitting at the feet 
of the greatest of all teachers today, 
learning the greatest of all arts — the art 
of prayer. And he is teaching us both by 
example and precept. Jesus’ first recorded 
utterance about prayer is to tell us what 
it is not. As it was in that day, so it 
is in our day. There is great misunder- 
standing about prayer. This must be 
cleared away before we can learn the 
truth about it. He tells us first that 
prayer is not a display. The Pharisees, 
hypocrites of that day, stood on the street 
corners and prayed so that men would see 
them. God’s ear is not reached that way. 
Again he tells us that prayer is not “say- 
ing prayers.” Did anybody ever ask you if 
you say your prayers, or wher do you say 
your prayers? And what did you an- 
swer? “Saying prayers” is what Jesus 
speaks of as “vain repetitions.” Again 
Jesus says we do not have to tell God 
what we need, nor do we have to tease 
God into giving us good things, for 
“your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of, before ye ask him.” These 
are some of the things that prayer is not. 
Then, what is prayer? And if it is so 
vital to pray and to pray right, how shall 
we learn? Let’s go back again to Jesus. 
What is the first example Jesus gives us 
of prayer? He gives us an example be- 
fore he gives us a precept. It comes im- 
mediately after his baptism by John at 
the Jordan. The record states (Matt. 
4:2) that he fasted for forty days and 
nights in the wilderness. Fasting and 
prayer are inseparably connected in Jew- 
ish tradition and thinking. Jesus began 
his ministry in prayer. He had prayed 
many times before, but this is the first 
record of it. There is no word suggested 
to indicate what that prayer was, but the 
fasting strongly indicates that it was a 
certain submission of his own will to the 
Father’s will. The prayer takes form in 
words at the close of Jesus’ ministry, as 
in the garden he prays, “Not my will, 
but thine, be done.” So this is prayer. 
It is a definite yielding of the will to 
God’s will. It is saying to God, I do 
not know what is best, but thou, O 
Father, dost know; I fully yield my will 
to thee. See how this comes up to first 
place in The Lord’s Prayer, given by 
Jesus as a model: “Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” Look at the 
prayer of Agur in Proverbs 30: “Two 
things have I required of thee; deny me 
them not before I die: Remove far from 
me vanity and lies: give me neither pov- 
erty nor riches; feed me with food con- 
evenient for me: lest I be full, and deny 
thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest 
be poor, and steal, and take the name 
of my God in vain.” 

Now, fellows, get this: True prayer is 
not asking God for this or for that; true 
prayer is submission to God’s will. It 
is just getting up close to God and whis- 
pering, “Feed me with the food that is 
convenient for me.” It is just saying to 
the Father every day, I know you know 
what is best for me; I want to be God’s 
man; I want to be like wax in your hand; 
I want to move at your command and to 
stand still when that’s God’s will. Prayer 
is looking away from your desires and 
distresses and looking at God. Sometimes 
as I skim along over the road in my car 
and marvel at its sensitiveness to the 
touch of my foot upon the accelerator or 











the response of its steering to my hand 
on the wheel, I catch myself wondering 


if I could ever give God such a yielded 
service as that automobile gives to me. 
Jesus, the great Prayer Exemplar, tells 
us we must aim for that. He did it. 

And there is one: other condition of 
successful prayer that Jesus laid down, 
It is the only one he noted in giving us 
The Lord’s Prayer. At its close, he con- 
tinued by saying, “For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you: but if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” 

So here are the three main rules Jesus 
gives about prayer; they are very simple. 
1. Pray in secret. This does not prohibit 
public prayer, but insists on secret prayer. 
2. Pray with an absolutely surrendered 
will. 3. Pray from a heart at peace with 
all men. 

Fellows, if you can practice prayer un- 
der those three rules, you will, like Jacob, 
have power with-God and with men. Is 
there anything more to be desired than 
that? Whatever art brings you the great- 
est good must be the greatest art — and 
that is prayer. 

GREENSborO, N, C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson-is Taught This Week 


“Why should we pray?” 

1. Because we must. 

2. Because Jésus did and taught us to, 
3. Because of the results of praying. 

















UT of the volumes that have been 


and could be written on prayer per- | 


haps the three points suggested above will 
meet the immediate needs of young girls, 
and can be studied in the brief lesson 
period of Sunday-school. 

1. Your girls are. studying history in 
day school, perhaps some simple form of 
sociology or psychology. They will rec- 
ognize as true the statement that there is 
a universal desire for contact with God 
in the human heart, however crude and 
erroneous may be the idea of God and 
of the manner of approach to him. Man 
is the only “praying animal,” but man is 
always a praying being. Great emer- 
gencies prove this, even in the case of 


| those who deny all belief in prayer and 


smother out all practice of it in daily 
life. The lowest, most wicked, and most 
ignorant people call upon God, involun- 
tarily, in times of dire extremity. We 
have been made in God’s image, we long 
for him, we never rest till we find him, 
we instinctively call to him. Your girls 
know the deepest longing of their own 
hearts; they know they want to pray, 
though often they do not ‘know how to 
pray and so do not love prayer as they 
know it. 


2. But for your girls of the Christian 
Church the greatest reason of all for 
praying is that Jesus prayed and taught 
men to pray. Surely we who know him 
at all need not seek farther for an answer 
to our question, “Why should we pray?” 
There are many difficult questions. con- 
nected with prayer, but if Jesus believed 
that prayer was right, that prayer 
changed people and things; if he found 
strength and joy and courage through 
prayer; if he called God into the material 
things of his daily life and taught men 
to pray both that God’s kingdom would 
come and for their daily bread, surely we 
who know and trust him need no greater 
reason fer our own hahit.of so praying. 

It would be another whole lesson, or 
series of lessons, to study Jesus as a man 
of prayer, his own prayers, and what.he 
taught us about prayer. In such study all 
of your girls’ troublesome questions can 
be answered, for we do not need to know 
more than he taught. 


3. But it will stimulate your girls’ de- 
sire and habits of prayer to think of the 
results of prayer, as a third reason for 
praying; for we surely do more willingly 
and faithfully that which brings desirable 
results. What are the results of true 
prayer? First of all, help your girls to 
see that true prayer is always answered, 
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though in more than one way. Are not 
God’s answers either (1) yes, (2) no, 
(3) wait, or (4) something better than 
we asked? All are prompted by love. 
And God’s answers do what for us? They 
bring to pass actual changes in things, 
changes that can come in no other way. 
And they make complete changes in the 
pray-er. 

Here you may take up the instances of 
prayer given for this week’s study, and 
note the results of each —so long in the 
past that we can now trace those results, 
as we seldom can in our own passing 
lives. Lot was saved through Abraham’s 
prayer; the great sin of idolatry was for- 
given the Israelites through Moses’ 
prayer; Nehemiah was befriended of the 
king, and kept and guided in his great 
work through his own constant prayers; 
Daniel was saved from the lions, though 
he was thrown. into their den, as a result 
of his faithfulness in prayer. Can you 
tell your own girls of such answers to 
your own prayers? 

Heme Study 

Memorize Jesus’ directions about 
prayer, in Matthew 6: 5-15, or his own 
prayer in John 17: 1-26. Nothing sur- 
passes them for help in understanding 
prayer. 

Decatur, Ga. 


Last Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of February 10) 


1. Isaiah 1: 10-20, where formal acts of 
worship are rejected of God because the 
hidden motives were all wrong; and Jesus’ 
| interpretation of the commandments, in Mat- 
| thew 5. 


_2. John the Baptist’s charges of open 
sins against his generation, as recorded in 
| Luke 3: 3-14, deal sharply with such forms 
of sin. 

3. Psalm 19: 12-14 is such a _ passage, 
praying forgiveness for hidden and pre- 
sumptuous sins. 


4. John, perhaps most fully of all, in his 
first letter, except always Paul in Romans. 
Note especially 1 John 1:5 to 2: 6. 

5. Psalm 119: 11. 


6. The coin was lost, but did not know it 
was lost. The sheep was lost and knew that 
it was lost, -but did not know the way back. 
The boy was lost and knew he was lost and 
knew the way back. 

7. “Useless each without the other.” 

8. It might seem in some cases as though 
faith came first and in others as though it 
were repentance that preceded. But there 
is a very real sense in which it requires 
faith to know that repentance is necessary. 
Until we realize that God is right and we 
are wrong it is not likely we shall want to 
turn to God. 

_9. The starter. You might say the igni- 
tion. 

10. The principle of illustration. 

11. The love of the father. 

, 12. He had faith in his father, especially 
in his unwavering love for him. 








Children at Home 








A Bear Story 
By Samuel Scoville, Je. 
OD CHESSER had a great beak of 


a nose, sunken, rain-gray eyes, and 
lank black hair like that of an Indian. 
Moreover, he was one of the most noted 
hunters in the great Okefinokee Swamp, 
that old Seminole stronghold between 
Georgia and Florida. 

For nearly a week we had been fishing 
and exploring together in the great marsh 
where everything was strange and new 
to me. We had a tiny, flat-bottomed boat 
which he pushed with a three-pronged 
pole across the “prairies,” as he called 
the long stretches of marsh covered, with 
water lilies, golden club, and pitcher 
plants. Sometimes 
would show in the channel just ahead 
of us and we would see a black, ridged 
body shoot swiftly through the water, 
as an alligator hurried away to his hole. 

Once we followed a trail of bubbles, 
showing on the surface of the water, 
‘until it reached a tiny islet, and saw a 





two black. knobs ~ 
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The Superintendent, the Secretary, 
and one or two teachers 


in a New Jersey Sunday-school recommended a 
trial of Christian Youth and now they are sub- 
scribing regularly for the school. They “zed the 
paper, because,—as the secretary of the school 
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KNOW a Sunday School Times publication can be relied 
upon to be sound.”” 


Wouldn’t you as a Times reader be glad to introduce 
Christian Youth in your school, or in your own class? 
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paper for distribution. 
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long, sinuous animal shoot out of the 
water and into the brush, my first glimpse 
of an otter. 

Overhead flocks of white ibis flew in 
great V’s, snowy birds with yellow bills 
and black tips on the underside of their 
white wings. Now and then across the 
swamp came the trumpet call of the sand- 
hill cranes, shadow-gray birds with long 
necks, bills, and legs, the shyest and 
wariest of all the dwellers in the Swamp. 

At night on the lonely island where we 
had our camp we would hear the snoring 
bellow, of big bull-alligators, and Rod 
would tell me fearsome stories of haunted 
lakes and lonely rivers where they would 
pull swimmers under and attack dogs 
trotting along the banks. 

Then came a day when we spent the 
morning poling throug: hidden water- 
ways and past lovely, lonely lakes, ringed 
around with shrouded cypresses, hunting 
in, vain for the secret channel which led 
to that hidden island where the ivory 
bill woodpecker, that lost and magnificent 
bird, can still be found. . 

We passed the deserted house at Big 
Bend where the marks of Indian toma- 
hawks still show on the old doors, and 
near John’s Negro Island, where a run- 
away slave lived for many years; we 
came to a place where the water weed 
had been torn up in a long line running 
from one island to another. Rod told 
me’ that a bear-had passed along there 
not over an hour before. Then he told 
me of a day when he was out hunting 
bears with his pack of bear dogs. They 
had found a trail, and Rod had hidden 
himself in a thicket on an island where 
he had found hunted bears usually went 
for refuge. For a long time he could 
hear the dogs baying in a mile-wide cir- 
cle out in the Swamp. Then he heard 
the crash of brush at the far end of the 
island and saw an old mother bear com- 
ing through the thickets with two round, 
chubby cubs following close at her heels. 
When they came at last to an enormous 
long-leaf pine the bear suddenly turned 
on the cubs and drove them up into the 
top boughs of the tree. Then, growling 
as if to warn them not to come down, she 
plunged into the water and started toward 
the dogs and led them away from the 
island. 

“What did you do?” I asked Rod, as 
he came to a full stop. 

“Well,” he said rather shamefacedly, 
“the old bear was so clever with them 
cubs an’ so brave about going to meet 
the dogs, that I went out and called ’em 
off and sent ’em home. Then I went back 
to the island and hid. In an hour or so 
the old bear swam over to the island 
again and came across it still as a mouse. 
When she got to the tree she didn’t make 
a sound but just looked up at the cubs 
clingin’ up there like squirrels. She must 
have said something to ’em that I couldn’t 
hear, for the two little fellows come 
walkin’ down the side of the tree head- 
first like a coon. When they reached the 
ground they whimpered some, and the 
old bear licked ’em with her tongue and 
then gave ’em their dinner. Then off she 
went with ’em into the deep brush —an’ 





I was glad I let ’em go.” 
“Me, too, Rod,” said I. 
PHILADELPHIA, 








The Victorious Life. 




















“Just Surrendering” 


Y DEAR MOTHER RUTH: What 

a joy it is to read your message in 

the Times, and it is the first column I 
turn to when the paper arrives. 
For the past two and a half years I 
have been trying to surrender my life to 
Jesus Christ, and the more I tried, the 
farther away I seemed to be. 
One day when the Times came and I 
started to read as usual your message, 
these were the words: “Don’t try to 
surrender, just surrender. You may try 
from now to eternity and never succeed.” 
That fitted me exactly and I can’t tell 
you the joy that has come to my life from 
“just surrendering.” I have the peace 
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things are new and Christ is just opening 
the Word to me. Whereas I was blind, 
now I can see — because “Christ liveth in 
me.”—A New Jersey reader. 
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that passeth. understanding. Truly all 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


- 


February 24. Why Is Christianity the Only 
Adequate Religion? Acts 4:8-12; John 





3 : 26. 

March 3. ‘Recruiting for Christ. Matt. 9: 
35-38. (Consecration meeting.) 

March 10. How to Become a Christian. 
Acts 2: 37-413 16:30, 31. 

March 17. How the Church Helps Us to 
Live the Christian Life. Heb. 10 : 19-25. 





Sunday, February 17 


How Much Should We Strive for 
Material Things? (Luke 12 :13-31) 





Mon.—Rich without striving (Gen. 13:1, 
2). 

Tues.—Striving too much (Gen, 31 : 1). 

Wed.—Jesus’ teaching (Matt. 6 : 31-34). 

Thurs.—Paul’s faith (Phil. 4:11). 

Fri—Work with God (Psa. 127: 1, 2). 

Sat.—Futile striving (Eccles, 2: 11). 











Why strive for material things? 
When are we striving too much? 
What dangers lie in striving too much? 


«&(YHRISTIANS should live in the 

world, but note be filled with it. 
A ship lives in the water; yet if the 
water came into the ship, she goes to the 
bottom. So Christians may live in the 
world; but if the world gets into them, 
they sink.”"—D. L. Moody. 


A pastor tells of a young man who be- 
came a Christian and joined his church. 
At first he attended regularly and his in- 
terest and growth were evident. After a 
year or so, however, there came a change. 
He was not in his place so regularly as 
before, and, when he did go, his attention 
seemed to be wandering. 

His pastor was troubled. At last he 
spoke to the young man. 

“You know that new manufacturing ad- 
dition to town?” was the reply. “Well, 
I’ve bought a lot down there, and have 
been overseeing the building of two 
laborers’ cottages. I am away every day 
in the week. Sunday is my only oppor- 
tunity to go down and see the work, but 
soon the buildings will be done. I have 
had them rented for months ahead of 
time. The net return on my investment 
will be about fifteen percent. Soon 
hope to be more regular.” 

But he never was. His piece of land 
had usurped Christ’s place in his heart. 

4 

As we think of these illustrations, in 
the light of our Scripture lesson, are we 
to gather that it is wrong to have money 
or possessions or to labor honestly to get 
them? Let us see. The man who came 
to Christ with the determination of get- 
ting the share of his estate (v. 13) was 
missing a great opportunity. He was 
standing before his Messiah, the long ex- 
pected Deliverer of Israel, who was not 
only a deliverer, but the Son of God him- 
self and the giver of life eternal. You 
will remember that the Lord Jesus told 
the woman of Samaria (John 4) that if 
she had but asked he would have given 
her the living water with which she would 
never thirst again. This man might have 
asked for such living water, but he stooped 
to ask for a few paltry dollars. Is it any 
wonder that the Lord took this occasion 
to warn his disciples against covetousness, 
which blinds the spiritual sight to greater 
opportunities and blessings? The man 
with the muck rake, in Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress, was so busy scratching in the dirt 
that he did not see the glorious crown 
above him and within his grasp. 

Notice that the warning is not against 
the possession of riches but against the 
desire for them that puts aside everything 
in order that the desire might be realized. 


ve 
In the parable that the Lord spoke 
against covetousness, we may sometimes 
have a sentimental pity for the rich fool. 
“Is not this,” we ask, “what folks are do- 
ing all the time,—laying up to store 





against the future?” But wait a moment. 





We find that the riches came from the 
ground which “brought forth plentifully” 
(v. 16). These riches, as with all wealth, 
were the gift of God. Yet there was 
no acknowledgment of God or thanks- 
giving on the part of the rich man. There 
was no rejoicing in the opportunity that 
he then had to share his possessions with 
others since he had more than he needed. 
Instead he figured out how he could hoard 
and hold on to what he has gained. 
He has lost sight of the fact entirely that 
his goods were merely teaned to him and 
that as God's steward he was responsible 
pal disposition of God’s goods (Hos, 
2: ’ 9 . 7 
The fool’s foolishness came in think- 
ing that he could hold on to what be- 
longed to God without reckoning with 
God. ‘He had apparently forgotten that 
cyclone, fire, disease, or death might take 
away in one instant all for which he had 
made such careful plans. 
3 

The application that the Lord makes 
of the parable is plain and evident. The 
man or woman who accumulates earthly 
wealth or possessions at the expense of 
spiritual wealth and heavenly possessions 
is a fool, The day will come when he 
or she must leave behind every penny of 
wealth and every scrap of possessions, so 
far as this world is concerned, and if pro- 
vision for all eternity has been neglected 
a sorry bargain has been made. 


ve 

We must not lose sight of the fact that 
today only those who have accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Sav- 
iour can begin to lay up treasures in 
Heaven or can be rich toward God. Per- 
haps the greatest reason Christians are 
so foolish as to neglect the accumula- 
tion of heavenly wealth is that they do 
not trust their heavenly Father to provide 
for them. We do not really believe God 
when he says that he will supply our 
every need. The Lord Jesus used the 
striking illustration of the birds of the air 
and the flowers of the field to show God’s 
care over his lesser creation, and he chal- 
lenged the faith of his listeners when he 
asked the question, “If then God so clothe 
the grass, which is to day in the field, 
and to morrow is cast into the oven; how 
much more will he clothe you, O ye of 
little faith?” (v. 28.) 

The rule of practice for the trusting 
Christian, then, is to take no anxious 
thought for what we shall eat or what we 
shall wear (v. 22). Since God has*been 
able to give us life, can he not provide 
for the maintenance of that life? Since 
he has given us a marvelous body, will he 
not also provide for the proper clothing 
of that body? (v. 23.) There is not the 
slightest suggestion here that Christians 
are not to work for a living, or that they 
are.not to take care of their bodies or be 
careful and neat in their dress. The em- 
phasis is that we are to take no anxious 
care. Since these things are secondary, 
we are to give them secondary place. Our 
foremost concern is to be forthe kingdom 
of God, and then we have his promise 
that all of these needs shall he supply 
(v. 31). God may supply them through 
giving us health and strength and the 
ability to earn a living, but he wants us 
to be sure that our hearts and minds are 
fixed upon doing his will first and fore- 
most. 


ve 

Dare we frankly face the question, 
“What am I putting first in my life?” 
We shall be tempted to argue that we 
have our way to make in the world. We 
must think of the future, we tell our- 
selves. But dare we turn aside from 
God’s perfect plan for our lives? Oh, let 
us learn to trust him for the future as 
well as for the present. Let us lay hold 
of his own promise that “no good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Psa. 84:11), and let us tell 
him that we will dare to trust him and to 
believe him, whatever his plan may be 
for us. 


4 
What material thing am I putting before 
God? 


Am I trusting God for my future? 


Am I looking to him in faith to direct my 
present life? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Jewish Rabbi 
Found the Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000.000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled “" The Chosen Peo- 








mm suman ‘ ple."’ This paper tells 
Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn 2>0OUt the persecutions, 
hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send use $1.00 and we will 
mail you “ The Chosen People” for one year, one 
copy of the life-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leafiets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” | 
27 Throop Avenue 








New patented slide 
Ifastener locks Ced- 
O-Bags securely and 
permanently against 

moths 
















Do you want a steady Incomé 
of $75 — a week? Then belp 
me introduce the new Comer Ced- 
O-Bags and Comer Butterfly Moth 
Bags. ‘They're selling like hot cakes 
everywhere. Thousands of dollars 
profit right in your neighborhood. 


Make Money FAST! 

Everybody knows Ced-O- Bags — 
the sure protection against moths. 
Ced-O-Bags are now made in beau- 
tiful green, blue, rose, and black, at 
no extra cost. Also with new pat- 
ented slide fastener. 

And Butterfly Moth Bags! The 
very finest of Egyptian Cretonne. 
Choice of seven exquisite color 
combinations that no woman can 
resist. You can cog =! coin money 
with this new line, sold o#/y through my representa- 
tives — never:in stores. 


$12.90 in half an hour 

I’ve started hundreds on the way to Big Money. 
“pe in three hours,” writes Mrs. Troutman, Georgia. 
“$9 in 15 minutes,” says J.-H. Hennage. R. F. Hughes 
made $12.90 in 30 minutes. John Spencer made $24 in 
z hours. ... Just figure out for yourself what those 

gures amount to in a week, ora month. And these 
people didn’t have as goed a proposition as /'m offer- 
ing you right now. 
Start NOW. Get in on the Big Money 

With my proposition you collect your profit on the 
spot. No deliveries to make —no collections. At the 
end of a day you have $10— $15 — $20 or more, all 
yours: And there’s always plenty more where that 
came from. 

Don’t hesitate. Territories are going fast. You're 
on the right track now. ‘lhe road’s clear to Big Money. 
I’m ready todo my part when you write me for details. 
Send a postcard ‘TODAY ! 

THE COMER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Dept. W-657 Dayton, Ohio 


ASTER FREE 
"HALL MACK CO. 
=m MUSIC 


Easter Catalogue containing 4 services of songs and 
recitations free to any Pastor, Supt., or committee. 
This, only, is free of cost. 

MARCH 3ist IS EASTER. SEND NOW. 
Easter Helper, No. 15. 25 cents. Book of Drills, 

Exercises and Songs for children. 

Easter Specials, No; 5. 25 cents. Four complete 


numbers in one book. 


“JESUS ONLY!" 


_ Astory of the Resurrection. A dramatic, thrilling, 
interesting story Cantata. Double aumber. Includes 
aSong-Story. 25¢c complete. 


The Gifts of Easter, 25%cents. A pageant with 
familiar hymns, easily learned. 


Other pageants, story cantatas, etc., fully described 
in catalogue. Send for it. All (except Helper and 
Specials) sent for examination. 


Hall-Mack Co., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Penna. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, III. 


EASTER—Restorer of Lost Dreams 


A Pageant with high spiritual values.Samples includ- 
ing services costing only $3.00 and $4.00 per 100 


rence. G. C. Tullar,Room 620-M, 3>4 Ness St. 


HEMSTITCHING AND PICoTING 


attachment. Guaran- 
teed. Fits any sewing machine. The old reliable. 60 
cents prepaid or sent C.O. D. Circulars free. 


La Flesh Hemstitching Co., Dept 26, Sedalia, Mo. 








































OMMUNION WARE OF QUALITY 
7 In Aluminum or Silver Plate 
LA TR 


i BEST MATERIALS LOWEST PRICES 

_ FINEST WORKMANSHIP by 
. Send for Illustrated Catalog 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


ROOM 363 1701-03 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA.PA. 
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30,000 Enroll 
In New SILENT 
Method of 


Voice 
Training 


A NEW method 
of voice training 
is sweeping Amer- 
ica. A NEW SI- 
LENT Method— 
that guarantees 
results or pan 
money back. Over 
30,000. men and 
women have en- 
rolled in this Fest 
-_NEW VOICE 
Course. Astound- 
ing results are re- 
ported. Men and 
women who had 
given up hopes because of the failure 
of other methods have been astonished 
to see how quickly this remarkable new 








SILENT method has given them a 
stronger, richer voice n they had 
even hoped to How about 


possess. 

YOU? How about YOUR voice? Inves- 

be ae this great New SILENT Meth- 
. Learn what Prof. Feuchtinger 

guarantees to do for YOU! 


Money Back | 
Voice Guarantee 


You cannot begin to know the possi- 
bilities of your voice until you have 
tried this great guaranteed New SI- 
LENT Method. Investigate TODAY! 











she tuition. 


be 


1 Guarantee to Improve 
or refund every penny 
. S enrklog 


‘Director Perfect Voice Institute. 





cial 


Wonderful Voice Book 


__ FREE! 


PR : 1 singer, beat navegin chols singers, 
reachers, la cc speakers — earn the 
TRUTH about YOUR volcet—send for free 
Voice Book telling all about this asteunding, 
qrarantoed NEW SILENT Method of Voice 


ing. Take the first step now toward the voi 
you've longed for—mail thes coupon! — ee, 


PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 
1922 Sunnyside Avenue, 
Studie 47-62 Chicago, Il. 
Please send me FREE and without obligation, 

Prof. Feuchtinger’s new **Physical Voice 
Culture.” I have checked subject in which I am 
most interested. 

O Stammering O Speaking 

O Weak Voice C1 Singing 
PRN ete eee ore 1 SR 
Address . A 










THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Experience as a Desire Former 


HE root of prevailing prayer is ac- 

ceptable desire; that given, all else is 
simple nd straightforward. “He will ful- 
fil the -‘esire of them that fear him.” 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart.” “What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.” The de- 
sires of loving and submissive souls are 
of immense importance in the heavenly 
kingdom, and God does not mean them 
to come to nought. The formation of 
worthy desire is a chief work of the Spirit 
of God in our spiritual life—The Rev. 
Charlies G. Moore, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar, 

February 11 to 17 

Mon.—Luke 11 : 9-13, Encouragement to Pray. 


Here is the A B C of prayer; every 
one who asks will be given — something. 
When God’s child fulfills all the condi- 
tions of prayer, he will receive just what 
he asks for. Verse 13 is a pre-Pentecost 
promise. The Spirit was given once for 
all at Pentecost, and now we simply need 
to receive him. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Lord will restore to complete health the 
Rev. R. C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Co- 
lumbia Bible School, after an operation 
for appendicitis, and supply every need of 
the School during his convalescence. 


Tues.—Matthew 6:9-15. The Model Prayer. 


The Lord’s Prayer contains the funda- 
mental principles of prayer, as Dr. James 
M. Gray analyzes it: the right relation- 
ship, that of a son to a father; the right 
attitude, worship; the right spirit, love, 
trust, holiness. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that Senor 
Blanco may be specially prepared and 
sent forth to his own people, the Maya 
Indians, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Wed.—Luke 18:1-8 Persistency in Prayer. 


“It was the most common occurrence 
to have him pause in the midst of -an in- 
terview and in the most unaffected and 
direct way to suggest that we have a little 
prayer about it. You know the old story 
about Paton, who wore a hole in the rug 
in his library with his knees; and the 
story of another of the old preachers, 
of whom they said his knees were cal- 
loused. Well, we need a revival of cal- 
loused knees.”—Hugh R. Monro’s tribute 
to the late J. Addison Richards of New 
York. 

PrayER SvucGcEsTions: Since foreign 
missionaries are barred from preaching 
in Mexico under the present laws, pray 
that the Lord will raise up native 
workers, truly filled with the Spirit, for 
the entire field of Mexico. 


Thurs.—Luke 18 : 9-14. Humility in Prayer. 


Pharisaic pride is illustrated by the 
following from Bereshith Pabba: “Rabbi 


world is not worth thirty righteous per- 
sons, stich as our Father Abraham. If 
there were only thirty righteous persons 
in the world, I and my son should make 
two of them; and if there were but 
twenty, I and my son would be of the 
number; and if there were but fen, I and 
my son would be of the number; and if 
there were but five, I and my son would 
be of the five; and if there were but two, 
I and my son would be those two; and 
if there were but one, myself should be 
that one.’” 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for suffi- 
cient funds to buy the one kundred thou- 
| sand Spanish Testaments for distribution 
| in Mexico in 1929 by Mr. L. L. Legters 
| of the Pioneer Mission Agency, the Rev. 


8| A. B. De Roos of the Latin American 


aie xe AS ONS POST are ee S'ate . 


& | Prayer Fellowship, and others, by col- 


ewannnennues enenecnenauusa”d) Portcurs trained to distribute them along 






Simeon, the son of Jochai, said: ‘The. 





with an explanation of how to be saved. 
Pray also for the million Testaments 
with which Mr. George T. B. Davis plans 
to flood all Latin America. 


Fri.—Genesis 18 : 23-33. A Prayer of Abraham. 


In his invaluable “Christian Workers’ 
Commentary,” Dr. James M. Gray says 
that Abraham here realized the privilege 
of intercessory prayer; the source and 
inspiration of prayer in the revealed pur- 
pose of God; the value of argument in 
prayer through familiarity with what God 
is and what he says; the right of im- 
portunity in prayer; and the efficacy of 
prayer, for Lot was delivered although 
Sedom was destroyed, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
will clearly guide Dr. Moffett and mem- 
bers of the Indian Mission of America 
in getting the Gospel to the Latin Amer- 
ican Indians who have as yet had no 
chance (J. Harvey Borton, Treasurer, 80 
Stafford Building, Philadelphia). 


Sat:—Luke 22: 39-46. A Prayer of Jesus. 


The secret of success in’a Christian’s 
life is to do the will of God, always a 
good will, and to pray, of course, in ac- 
cordance with it.~ God’s directive will is 
better than his permissive will; the latter 
is illustrated by Israel’s sertding of the 
spies, in the turn-back from Kadesh, in 
the choice of a king. Balaam got God’s 
directive ‘will in Numbers 22: 12, his per- 
missive will in verse 20. Are you sure 
you have God’s best will? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
may empower Mr. and Mrs. MacNaught 
in their work with the Nahwatt Indians, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Cox with the Del 
Norte Indians. 

Sun.—Psalm 121. The Divine Guardian. 

Hezekiah, the probable author of this 
Psalm, contemplates the Creation (v. 1), 
which shows God’s power and Godhead, 
as Paul tells us. Then the king asks 
whence help can come, and gets the an- 
swer that it comes from the Creator. How 
intimately and minutely God helps the 
rest of the Psalm shows. 

PraYER SuGcestions: Pray for all 
the yet wnreached tribes of South Amer- 
ican Indians, that the Gospel may over- 
take the rubber hunter, the slave master 
who cracks the whip of debt over these 
simple children of jungle and forest, and 
the.introducer of civilizution’s diseases. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 








At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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SHE ACQUIRED MAGNETISM 





Not From a Finishing School, But From 
a Piano. 


AT Ethel should have been the most 
popular girl in her set, ‘but she wasn't. 

But at 24, everything had changed.» She 
was lovely, charming —invited everywhere. 
But no matter where she went, Ethel was 
usuafly to be found at the piano. She had 
learned to play quickly and easily. That was 
the secret of her new magnetism. 3 

Ethel is just one of the thousands of men 
and women who have suddenly become 
popular by learning to play a musical instru- 
ment. Social success can be yours, too. 

The U.S. School of Music has developed 
a method of musical instruction which, re- 
Page of age or talent, insuressuccess. You 
earn with amazing rapidity and yet musicians 
and educatofs unite in saying that the system 
is thorough—a series of easy. lessons which 
leads te to the mastery of any instrument, 
from the piano to the ukulele. 


The Whole Story in a Free Booklet 


You would like to know more about the U.S. School 
of Music, wouldn’t you? We knew would, and so_ 
we have prepared a special booklet that gives you just ~ 
this information. It is yours for the asking—abso= 
lutely without charge or obligation. 

‘This booklet entitled ‘‘ Music Lessons In Your Qwn 
Home” is well worth having. The cover was designed 


.by Franklin Booth and the foreword written by Dr. 


Frank Crane. 


And a Surprise for You 














The booklet is not 
all. You will caceive PICK YOUR 
a Free ra- 
tion pg INSTRUMENT 

$1 sson » 
show you how Piano ‘Celle 
to So—-eoer very | Organ Harmony and 
—- = allis.It wil Violin Sight 
mt the way to all] sgandolin 

Of the musical pleas- Clarinet Ukulele 
ures you have seen Guitar 
others enjoy. Flute Hawaiian 

Send for the book- | Saxephone Steel Guitar 
let and free demon-{ Cornet Harp 
stration lesson to-| Trombone Piccolo 
day. Why deny your- Drums and Traps 
self ‘the joys that) woice and Culture 
musical mastery can A c 
bring you? This utomatic ontrol 
coupon will introe Piane Accordion 
duce you to new de= Banjo (Plectrum, 5-String 
lights. Fill it out or Tener) 
right away. 





U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

382 Brunswick Bidg., New York City 
Please send me your free book, ‘‘ Music Les- 

sons in Your Own Home,” with introduction | 

Dr. Frank Crane, Demonstration Lesson, an 

particulars of your easy payment plan. Iam 

interested in the following course : 











excessive cost. 
will require several 


packages and 
line 


30. Days Credit. 


Earn $25.00 to $50.00 


Sell Embossed Initial Tea Napkins 

; Everyone wants them. 
25 Napkins packed in glassine package, 25c. 
’ Every napkin has the initial ‘embossed in Old English on the 

finest crepe paper obtainable which makes them useful on all 

occasions, Now it is possible oe caharneie Oi aad Sa ae 
Buy: a package —_ and “ keep the laundry man away. Every home 
will tepeat in a month or two. fill 
the quantity of each initial you desire, Cost 13c—Selle for 25e. 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL. NOW 


in the bottom 
ple box—25c. 





THE CHURCH SUPPLY COMPANY, Inc., BLOSSBURG, PA: 
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